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Observations on the second Com- 
mandment. 


(Continued from p. 336.) 
PART IU. 


BSERVATIONS offering 
themselves from a review 
ofthe preceding parts. 

l. Itis very observable that 
the duties of the Christian life, 
and even those required in this 
sccond commandment, are ex- 
ccedingly extensive, as they in- 
clude the constant worship of 
God in allhis institutions. Since 
they challenge the heart, and 
its warmest affections ; that 
men pray always with all pray- 
er and supplication, read the 
scriptures daily, be instant in 
season and out of season to hear 
the word, profess religion, and 
devote themselves and theirs to 
God; attend the sacraments, 
and honor God in all his insti- 
tutions; that they do this in 
Spirit and truth. Religion does 
not consist in perforrning some 
duties, but in doing them ‘all ; 
in observing: all things whatse- 
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ever God has commanded. We 
must not only observe and keep 
pure and entire all the worship 
and ordinances of God our- 
selves, but we must laboriously 
and diligently teach others to 
do the same. Well may we 
adopt the language of the 
Psalmist, “ Thy commandment 
is exceeding broad.” How nu- 
merous are the means of our 
communion with the Father of 
our spirits? The evidence of 
the sincerity of our hearts, and 
of our real religion, consists in 
our observance of them all. 
Then shall we not be ashamed 
when we have respect unto all 
God’s commandments.* The 
Saviour preached, Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever J 
command you.t 
2. Men who do not worship 
God in all his institutions, in a 
holy and spiritual manner, how- 
ever fair and punctual they may 
be in dealing with men, have 
no truereligion. This cannot 
exist without piety towards 
God, a conscientious and con- 
—— 
* Pgalm Cxix. 6. 
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+ John xv. 14. 
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stant attendance on the divine 
institutions. However fair their 
characters may be in their 
commerce and external conduct 
towards men, while they neglect 
these, they are contemners of 
ihe divine sovereignty, reject 
€:od’s dominion over them, des- 


pise his holy institutions, and 


all his wisdom, goodness, and 
paternal caré in appointing 
them ; they are haters of God, 
and are bringing his curse not 
only upon themselves, but upon 
their posterity, even unto the 
third and fourth generation. A 
great proportion of mankind 
place all their religion in honest 
and fair dealing, and affable and 
externally kind, complaisant con- 
duct toward their neighbor. 
They call this righteousness. In 
this they place all their hopes 
vf future happiness. But these 
are totally delusive. Where 
men have no piety, and neglect 
the divine institutions, and the 
duties contained in the first table 
of the law, there is no righteous- 
ness. All righteousness toward 
men is founded in the Jove of 
God, and in obedience to his 
will. All that which men call 
righteousness, where God is 
not regarded, is selfish, seeks 
the honor which cometh from 
men, or some other temporal 
good. 

5. The blindness, carnal 
ease and madness of mankind 
are very observable, that under 
the light of the gospel, where 
the divine institutions are so 
fully made known, so expressly 
and abundantiy commanded, 
guarded by such awful sanc- 
tions, and where men are allu- 
red to obedience by such en- 
dearing motives, they should so 
trifle with them ; neglect, pro- 
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‘that which is to come. 
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fane, and corrupt them! That 
‘they should have little convic- 


tion of sin and danger while 
they violate this command, and 
expose themSelves and_ their 
posterity to the righteous judg- 
ments of God, from age to age, 
in this world, and eternally in 
The 
more clearly duty is revealed, 


the more forcibly it is enjoin- 


ed, and the greater and more 
lasting the danger of neglecting 
it, the greater are the sin and 
madness which are discovered in 
disregarding and despising it. 
God is a jealous God ; tlic 
closets, the families, and hearts 
of men are naked and open to 
his view. Christ walketh in 
the midst of the golden candle- 
sticks, and knows the state and 
works of all his churches. He 
perfectly knows where and by 
whom his worship and ordinan- 
ces are neglected, profaned, or 
mixed with idolatry and super- 
stition. And he will by no 
means clear the guilty. Are not 
these things laid up in store 
with him, and sealed up among 
his treasures ? Will not the 
Lord abhor the individuals, and 
the communities where his or- 
dinances are neglected, despised 
and profaned ? Will not his 
holy jealousy be awakened, his 
anger cnkindled, and. his soul 
avenged on such a nation ? How 
great then are the unbelief and 
blindness of men, that they are 
easy and secure in such wicked- 
ness ! What madness is in their 
hearts while they live, and after 
that they go to the dead!* They 
send forth their little ones as a 
flock, and their children dance. 
They spend theirdays in wealth, 
<a 


* Eccles. ix. 5 
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and in a moment go down to 
the grave.* 

4, The sin and presumption 
of human impositions, and the | 
commandments gf men with 
respect to divine institutions, 
and the manner in which God 
is to be worshipped, rashly 
changing our religion or modes 
of worship, renouncing our 
Christian baptism, and for tri- } 
fing or wicked purposes to 
adopt any mode of worship, or 
to set aside or negiect the divine 
ordinances, must be exceedingly 
ereat. God only knows himself, 
and in what manner it is most | 
suitable that he should be wor- 
shipped, and what mode is best 
adapted to the instruction and 
edification of his people. He 
only has an entire sovereignty 
over us, and propriety in us. 
He only is Lord of the consci- 
ence, and has a right to.institute’ 
the manner in which he will 
No worship, 


be worshipped. 
but that which he hath insti- 
tuted can please him ; but he 
must infinitely abhor it. Any 
addition to his worship is an 
invasion of his sovereignty, and 


high and inalienable  prero- 
gatives, as God over all, ‘It is 
“n impeachment of his wisdom 
and goodness, It is an attempt 
to teach him what is proper and 
decent in his own worship. 
What arrogance and presump- 
tion is this ! With what prayer- 
fulness and deep consideration 
cought we to take every step 
with respect to the divine wor-| 
ship, since it will have eternal, 
consequences to ourselves and 
our posterity ! ‘here must be 
great presumption and wicked- 
ness in every thing rash and 


——2.——— 





* Job xxi. 11, 13. 


inconsiderate in this great con- 
cern. A great proportion of 
mankind seem to imagine them- 
selves at liberty to worship God 
as they please, or to neglect his 
ordinances, and not worship him 
atall. ; But they will find it at 
last to have -been,of infinite meo- 
ment to themselves, to their 
families, to the church of God, 
and to posterity, for ages to 
come. The profanation, cor- 
ruption, and neglect cf divine 
worship and ordinances, will at 
last bite like a serpent, and sting 
like an adder. 

5. It is very observable, that 
individuals, families, and coun- 
tries enjoying the true religion, 
are in great danger, when they 
neglect the worship of God, 
corrupt, neglect and despise his 
holy institutions. For this wick- 
edness God brings his judg- 
ments upon a people, from one 
gencration to another. This 
brought those dreadful judg- 
ments both spiritual and tem- 
poral upon his ancient covenant 
people. This was the charge 
which God brought against 
them, This have they donc 
unto me: they have defiled my 
sanctuary in the same day, and 
have profaned my sabbaths.* Ye 
are gone away from mine ordi. 
nanccs, and have not kept them. ; 
Do not the same charges lie 
against the people of this land, 
at this day ? Are not the divine 
institutions. the worship and or- 
dinances lamentabiy negiectec, 
despised, and profaned? ow 
generally do the men of this 
gencration cast off fear and re- 
strain prayer ? Do they not pro- 
fane the sabbath ? Neglect fami- 
ly religion and government ¢ 

—— 
* Ezek. xxiii. 33. ¢ Malachi i. 7 
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Do they not without restraint 
violate this second conmand- 
ment, inalmost every duty which 
it requires ? Are not young peo- 
ple and children, taught by the 
examples of parents and heads 
of families to neglect and despise 
the divine ordinances, and con- 
temn the authority of the Most 
High ? Willthey not do worse 
than their fathers, and fill up the 
measure oftheir sins ? Is here 
not occasion for great lamenta- 
tion, fear, and trembling ? Will 
not these things bring great dis- 
tress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people ? 

6. Whocan but observe the 
incalculable importance of obe- 
dience to this divine precept ? 

* Of shunning the sins which it 
prohibits, and of performing the 
duties which it requires ? Of 
explaining it, and exhibiting the 
reasons of it, and motives to en- 
force it, in the strongest point 
of view? There ought to be a 
united exertion among the 
preachers of the gospel, and 
heads of familics, to engage the 
people to keep this command- 
ment : to worship God continu- 
ally ; to worship him in spirit 
and in truth ; to pray always 
with all prayer and supplica- 
tion ; to hear the voice of wis- 
dom always, watching daily at 
her gates, and waiting at the 
posts of her doors ; to maintain 
family religion and govern- 
ment and to honor God in all his 
institutions. These are the 
means which he hath appointed 
to teach his name, prevent sin, 
promote holiness, edify his body, 
perfect the saints, bring many 
sons to glory, and eternal honors 
to his great name. ‘That his 
bicssing may attend them, they 
must be preserved in their pu- 
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rity. They are essential to the 

continuance of the churches jn 

the faith, order, and purity of 

the gospel ; nay, to their very 

existence, as gospel churches, 

ForZion’s sake therefore,neither 

priests nor people should hold 

their peace, and for Jerusalem’s 

sake they should not rest, until 

there be a reformation, and the 

divine ordinances are more res- 
pected, more generally and de- 
voutly attended ; until family 

religion and government be re- 
vived. Is it not atime when 
all the watchmen upon the walls 
ofour Jerusalem should nothold 
their peace, day ‘nor night, and 
that all those who make men- 
tion of the Lord should not keep 
-silence,*until the spirit be poured 
out from on high, and many 
people shall say, Come let us 
go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we shall walk in 
his path,tand the word and ordi- 
nances shall be precious to the 
people. The authority and glo- 
ry of God, the infinite worth of 
his favor, the dreadfulness of his 
displeasure unitedly plead for all 
prayerfulness and exertions, re- 
lative to this point. Love to 
God and to Zion which he hath 
loved pleads for it. “The peace 
and salvation of our country, 
that it may not be wasted by the 
divine judgments, plead for It. 
The peace and happiness of fu- 
ture ages, of children which 
shall be born. plead, yes with 
great energy they plead, thata 
curse may not be entailed upon 
thera for ages tocome, nay that 
they may be blessed unto a thou- 
sand generations. ‘The people 


re 





- oa 
* Isaiah lxii. 1. 6. ¢ Isaiah 2. 2. 
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may be entreated and urged for 
the fruit of their own body, that 
they may be delivered from 
shame and wrath, and be saved 
inthe day of the Lord Jesus. 
Language is too barren to ex- 
press the importance of what is 
here urged. Oh, that its incalcu- 
lable moment might make a 
deep and general impression. 
Oh, thatthere might be anunited, 
perserving, and universal exer- 
tion, for the keeping pure and 
jntire all such religious worship 
and ordinances as God hath ap- 
pointed in his word ! 


Revival of Religion in Harwin- 
. ton. 


Messrs. Epirors, 

YOU were kind enough to 
accept letters from me, contain- 
ing an account of a revival of 
Religion in this town in the year 
1799: and have given thema 
place in the first volume of your 
Magazine. 

As it has pleased a gracious 
Cod to appear again in a special 
workof his grace among us ; the 
following narrative is sent to you 
for publication if you think pro- 
per. 


HE town of Harwinton 

was first scttled in the 
year 1731. It now consists of 
about 250 families, 200 of 
which belong to the ecclesias- 
tical society ; the remainder are 
episcopalians, except one metho- 
dist and two baptists. In the 
vear 1790, the communicants in 
the church thought proper te 
renew their profession and cov- 
enant. It was then found that 
the whole number was 128, on- 





ly 54 of whom remain to the 
present day. In that, and the 
year follswing, God was pieased 
to excite zn uncommon attention 
to serious things ; in consequence 
of which, a considerable num- 
ber were added to the church. 
After that, however, the remo- 
vals by death and otherwise, 
vere annually so many more 
than the additions, that the 
number was greatly diminished, 
until the revival in 1799. In 
consequence of which, the 
church in a little time received 
an addition of 120 members. 
Sull however, the instances of 
death and removals into other 
places were so many more than 
the annual additions, that in 
1805 the church consisted only 
of 200 members. 

The late special work of 
God has been remarkable. The 
first appearence of this work 
was about the middle of Sept. 
1805, nearly seven years from 
the beginning of that in 1799. 
Its progress was very rapid, at- 
tended with marks of divine 
sovereignty. In the course of 
four or five weeks after its first 
appearance, fourteen or fifteen 
were brought to entertain a joy- 
ful, yet humble hope of their 
conversion, from a stateof enmi- 
ty, to reconciliation to God. In 
the beginning of October oc- 
curred an instance, which be- 
came, by the blessing of God, 
a powerful mean of ‘bringing 
conviction home to the con- 
sciences of others ; and many 
became deeply impressed with 
a sense of the deceitful and des- 
perately wicked nature of the 
heart, and of the awful cispleas- 
ure ofa holy God againstit. Af- 
ter the period before mentioned, 
the work seemed to be. suspen- 
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aed for nearly four weeks more. 
In the mean time instances of 
convictions and the power of 
them rather increased. By 
which God seemed to be giving 
testimony to thereality and sove- 
reignty of his grace, shewing 
that it is his peculiar work, to 
wound and to heal, to convict 
of sin,and afford consolation to 
the sin-sick soul. It is to be 
observed, that though twenty 
or thirty persons were in great 
distress of mind, in view of a 
sinful heart, and a holy law, dur- 
ing the apparent suspension of 
the work ; yet there was no 
eround to believe that relief was 
sent, during the whole period, 
to more than one soul. But 
soon after this many were favor- 
ed with precious relief and real 
comfort, in view of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and his ability to save, 
and all in the way of exercising 
a cordial submission (as we have 
reason to hope) te God in 
Christ. Some however, re- 
mained in great distress for ma- 
ny wecks, till animal nature, in | 
some cascs, seemed to be nearly 
exhausted. ‘To such, the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ, as the 
glory of God and the suitable. 
resting place of souls, was as life 
from the dead. 

The work continued to pro- 
gress, without verysensibleabate- 
ment, fornearly six months ; in 
which time numbers were hope- 
fully converted, and such visi- 
ble tokens of divine grace and 
infinite and sovereigiu love were 
exhibited, as gave abundantoc- 
casion for the warmest thanks- 
giving, “and the children of 
Zion were made joyful in their 
King,” who appearcd in his en- 
dearing glory to build it up. 





Several things occurred be- 
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sides the suspense already men. 
tioned to manifest the divine 
sovereignty of this work— 
While some well educated, mo- 
ral and, apparently, religious 
young people, who had previ- 
ously considered religion to be 
important, were continued un- 
der the pains of a wounded and 
comfortiess spirit for fifty or 
sixty days; others who had 
scarcely ever had one realizing 
thought of eternity, were unex- 
pectedly arrested, and ina few 
days became joyful subjects of 
religious hope. 

At a time when sentiments of 
a poisonous nature are dissemi- 
nated with great industry, and in 
the most alluiing manner, 
there is no reason to wonder, if 
many should be seduced to neg- 
lect public worship and the 
means of grace, and become as 
usual In such cases, excessively 
bitter in their minds, if not in 
their speech, against any special 
work of God’s spirit. But, to 
the praise of rich and glorious 
grace, be it said ; some of this 
class have been arrested and, if 
we may judge from uniform ap- 
pearances, humbled and chan- 
ged. Instances of this kind 
have occurred in such peculiar 
circumstances, as to set at defi- 
ance every attenrpt to assign 
any sufficient cause, but that of 
the good pleasure and power of 
God. Indeed no sensible per- 
so:, that would fairly look at the 
case, Ict his feclings of heart be 
be what they would, could af- 
terwards venture to assign any 
other cause. 

The wicked heart seemed to 
be overawed by the majesty and 
the sovereignty of the work; 
and to appear an opposer, wes 
to appear to be Iced, not by ra 
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fional views of things, but by the 
same spirit which actuated the 
Jews in their opposition to the 
work of God, when Paul and 
Barnabas were preaching suc- 
cessfully at Antioch, Acts xiii. 
45, 

At this time, several, who had 
been exceedingly prejudiced 
against experimental religion, 
and had, principally on that ac- 
count, refused to worship with 
us, were signally affected with 
divine truth; and have come, 
and as experienced Christians, 
who love that truth which they 
once derided, have joined in 
communion with thts church. 
One instance only will I men- 
tion. A woman, who had not 
attended our meetings, and 
scarcely any other for almost 
seven years, and was remarka- 
bly opposed to the idea of an 
awakening, Was, in the very act 
of ridiculing a sister that was in 
some measure impressed, frick- 
ed to the heart; andatter some 
violent but ince ffectualattempts to 
remove and conceal her emo- 
tion, she was obliged to submit 
it a visible manner, to convic- 
tions of a very distressing kind. 
{n consequence, she was found 
to attend with great earnestness 
and anxiety of soul, upon those 
means, against which she once 
had an obstinate prejudice. — 


And in short she has a very evi-’ 


dent change of views, and char- 
acter, She has been admitted 
mto the church as a new-born 
child of God, and none can rea- 
sonuably attribute her experience 
to delusion, or to any power 
short of that which is almighty. 

The sovercignty and power of 
God in this gracious work ap- 
pear, not only in respect to the 
persons who became the sub- 
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jects of it, but also in respect to 
theirages. ‘Though a lew were 
of middle age, yet generally 
they were between thirteen and 
twenty five. Some, however,. 
were much older. ‘To one par- 
ticular case E think I may in- 
vite attention. It is that of an 
old lady now deceased, who 
through infirmity of bedy was 
not able to attend public wor- 
ship, and scarcely to go to a 
neighbor’s for twelve or fifteeen 
years. There is ground to 
hope, that this woman experien- 
ced a saving change of heart, 
by communications of the liv- 
ing grace of ag when she 
wanted but a few days of four- 
score and eight years =. are. 
She was duly examined for ad- 
mission into the didn: was 
approved and propounded 
but the wise disposer of all 
events was pleased to tuke 
her away before she could 
be regularly admitted. She 
died in a fit. In her last day, 
when from all appearances 
there was good ground to he- 
lieve she had the use of her un- 
derstanding, though unable to 
speak, she gave token 1s, which 
were understood to be decided 
manifestations of her faith and 
confidence in God. 

If any wish to be informed of 
the views, exercises and feelings 
of the subjects of the present 
work ; it may be ebserved that 
they correspond in nature and 
kind, to those of 1799, which 
are narrated‘in the first volume 
of the Magazine. ‘To that and 
other narratives, the writer re- 
fers the reader. But although 
they thus in general corres- 
pond, yet, in several respects, 
there is a difierence. That 
was principally among people 
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from twenty-five to forty-five 
yearsof age. This is mostly 
among the youth or those under 
twenty-five—about two thirds 
of them are of the latter des- 
cription. 

Convictions have at this time 
been, generally, more evidential 
of sovereignty and power. 
This is singular indeed ; for 
from what had taken place be- 
fore, among the middle aged, it 
might have been expected that 
there would have been less evi- 
dence of this, and more of the 
influence of example and per- 
suasion ; and this undoubtedly 
would have been the case had it 
been of men. But if it would 
not swell this narrative too 
large, it might be made to ap- 
pear to ail, that even in the re- 
ligious families, to which refer- 
ence will presently be made, 
the evidence has been decisive, 
that though God works in love 
and covenant faithfulness, yet it 
3s when and where and by what 
means he pleases. 

Convictions too have been at 
this time more pungent and se- 
vere ; andof a greater variety 
2s to their duration previous 
to their relief. There have been 
more instances out of the com- 
mon way. Their eyes and 
countcnances were remarkably 
fixed, during the time of religi- 
ous worship and at other times, 
and it seemed that nothing 
could be able to divert their at- 
tention from the great cc cerns 
of the soul. A few appeared 
to be so far overcome, as at 
times to be scarcely able to 
stand; but our assemblies were 
always remarkably quiet and 
sull. 

Again, the hopeful converts 
have seemed to have at an ear- 
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lier period, a greater acquaint. 
ance with the plague of their 
own hearts ; and to have been 
made more painfully sensible of 
the remainder of corruption 
Within them, in consequence of 
which several have suffered 
many days of distressing dark- 
ness—after they had good rea- 
son to hope they should be say- 
ed. For, (as I suppose is the 
case with all Christians) the 
hope of being for ever in heaven, 
was not sufficient to corafor: 
them, while so much imperfec- 
tion remained in them. 

Like the former, this awaken- 
ing has extended into almost 
every part of the society, but 
the converts are not so numer- 
ous. In that there were about 
140 for whom we had reason to 
entertain a hope of their real con- 
version : the number now is 
but little more than half of that 
being only seventy-five. 

Further, it deserves to bé re- 
marked that the greater part of 
the hopeful converts—yea, as 
many as nine out of ten, if I 
am not greatly deceived, are 
the children of religious parents, 
or who lived in pious and pray- 
ing families. This seems to be 
a great encouragement to Chris- 
tian parents, and may I be per- 
mitted to observe, that usuaily 
the faithful exertions of pious 
parents are crowned with suc- 
cess. Their instructions are 
not all in vain. Though at 
times they may nearly lose all 
hope, and their tenderest exer- 
tions seem only to make their 
young people sin the more ; yet 
great is the benefit of perse- 
vering diligence ; and most 
generally it proves in the end 
successful. It ought however 
to be noticed, that this is not al- 
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ways the case. To abase the 
pride of men, and to shew that 
regeneration is not the effect of 
a religious education alone ; we 
find that a sovereign God is 
pleased, by his Holy Spirit, to 
enter some prayerless and irre- 
ligious families, and oneor more 
in them is made and kept a 
shining monument of his grace, 
while others, in the same fami- 
ly, only see, and scoff, and 
perish. For the same purpose 
also, we find ina religious fami- 
ly, one or more, and perhaps, 
such asthe world esteems the 
brightest, left totally callous and 
insensible—“ dead in tresfasses 
and sins,” while the showers of 
divine love bring life and saving 
health to others. This is an 
awful distribution of his grace, 
and the insensible in religious 
families have occasion to trem- 
ble, and immediately set them- 
selves to work out their salva- 
tion, lest, like the Jews of old, 
they shall at last find the dread- 
ful portion of beholding their 
near relatives in the kingdom of 
God, and they themselves cast 
out. 

In the former awakening it 
was observed, that the subjects 
of it being principally heads of 
families, cast a delightful aspect 
on the rising generation; and 
now, with pleasure we record, 
that many of the late converts 
are the children of those, who 
then introduced family iastruc- 
tions and prayer. Inthe month 
of October one was added to 
the church. In December four, 
and in January three. Almost 
the whole of these were con- 
sidered as subjects of regenera- 
ting grace previous to this a- 
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wakcning ; and, in this, were 
brought to a stronger and more 
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comfortable hope. On _ the 
second Sabbath of March, 1806, 
twenty-two made a profession 
of religion. In May fourteen, in 
July four, in August six, anda 
number since, so as to make the 
whole sixty-two. 

If I may judge from the feel- 
ings of Christians with whom I 
am acquainted, a detail of par- 
ticular instances, in which God 
hath appeared in his glory, 
would be pleasing, and might, 
perhaps, as they proved in their 
actual occurrence, “ still the 
enemy and avenger.” But to 
make a proper selection for the 
purpose, more time is requisite 
than my present labors will al- 
low. The effect of the late re- 
vivals is conspicuous, in a va- 
riety of things ; especially in 
the harmony ané@ peace, the 
unity and love, which pervade 
the society, and inthe uncom- 
monly great brotherly affection, 
that cements together the nu- 
merous members of the church. 
These effects, together with the 
consideration, that among two 
hundred members who have 
joined the church, in and since 
the former awakening, no one 
has given occasion of reproach 
by disorderly conduct, prove to 
the face of every opposer, that 
it is truly a work desirable and 
divine. + 

To close, I hope it will not 
appear arrogant to say, surely 
the members of this church, 
together with their pastor and 
the society, ought humbly and. 
affectionately to acknowledge, 
thag they have very abundant 
reason for the liveliest exercise 
of gratitude and praise; and 
for ever to bless the Lord of 
hosts for such wonderful and 
repeated tokens of his mercy, 
Y ¥ 
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and also continually to sing 
alleluiah. Amen. : 
From your friend and 
hwmble servant, 
Joshua W£LLtans. 
Harwinton, 
Feb. 17, 1807. 


P. S. Having mientioned in 
the foregoing narrative, that an 
instance occurred which be- 
came a powerful mean of bring- 
ing home corviction to the con- 
sciences of others ; I subjoinza 
few particulars respecting it. It 
is the case of a young woman 
of a respectable family, whose 
character, from her earliest 
childhood, -was uncommonly 
mild and good. She was less than 
fourteen years of age. As soon 
as she was capable, she was 
taught to pray ; and when she 
was able to read, she was given 
to understand, that it was a duty 
to read the scriptures asa part 
of devotion. This she did al- 
most daily, for a number of 
years. ‘lo be short, she was 
viewed by all her acquaintance, 
young and old, as one of the 
most moral and religious of her 
age that could be found. In- 
deed she thought herself to be 
truly religious, and the thought 
of dying gave herno great un- 
easiness, for she supposed that 
she should go to eternal blessed- 
ness ; and perhaps had she 
died, no one of ker acquaint- 
ance would have doubted of it. 
Soon after the awakening be- 
gan she felt a little more en- 
gaged, but felt nothing very 
impressive till the beginning 
of October, when she was in- 
formed of the conviction and 
exercises of an intimate friend, 
who a little before, had been 
brought, it is hoped, to find rest 
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in Jesus Christ. This, with 
some observations at a cenfer- 
ence mecting the same evening, 
were blessed to convince her, 
that she had wholly mistaken 
the nature of the Christian reli 
gion; and the conviction was 
. so clear and pungent, that her 
distress was very visible ; it con- 
tinued several days, in one of 
which I called and found her to 
appearance, as complete a pic- 
ture of forlorn distress as I 
could remember to have seen. 
Affected with her case, I asked 
her what was the matter? She 
answered, * O Sir, I have read 
the bible in such a manner— 
and I have tried to pray but 
}knew not what I was about.” 
By these words she meant to 
communicate to me, as I un- 
derstood by subsequent conver- 
sation, the sense she had of the 
great wickedness of reading the 
bible in aheedless and cursory 
manner, and also of having at- 
tempted to pray from selfish 
‘motives, and with a heart not 
filled with reverence and know- 
ledge of God. It appeared to 
me very plainly, that her con- 
duct had been so unexception- 
able, that her awakened con- 
science could fix on no guilt but 
the selfishness and irreverence 
which had attended her religious 
devotions. From this alone 
she seemed to be convinced of 
the exceeding depravity of the 
heart, and of the absolute neces- 
sity of being born again; nor 
could any of the overtures of 
free mercy in the gospel afford 
her relief, as long as she was 
unrenewed. She remained in 
great distress of mind for two 
days more, one of which 
was the sabbath ; when her 
mates and many of the young 
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people had an opportunity to 


see her. Sabbath evening she 
experienced relief; her great 
burden was removed, at which 
time she concluded that, for her 
great obstinacy and abuse of 
mercy, God had left her to be 
sealed up to final destruction. 
Under this impression she was 
led to take a view of God’s gov- 
ernment, and not long after 
said, with great solemnity and 
sweet simplicity, “ I am losing 
all my impressions, and must 
perish ; but it seems to me it 
isno matter what becomes of 
me, if God may be glorified. 
Soon after she opened the bible, 
and read and commented on 
some passages to the pleasing 
surprise of those that were 
present ; among whom I was 
one. She also read some 


hymns with such feeling em- 
phasis and rejoicing, that it was 


good to hear; after this she 
said “ I am in a dreadful condi- 
tion but joy will come.’ Having 
paused q while with a fixed 
countenance, she turned to me 
and asked me if God did not 
often restrain people. I told her 
he did ; and to give her a full 
sight of the human heart, I 
turned her to the latter part of 
the first chapter of Romans. 
Having read about half of it, 
she exclaimed inthe same art- 
less simplicity, “ what awful 
creatures we are!” and afterread- 
ing the remainder said, “ there 
isroom enough for humility, 
but no reason for us to be 
proud.” After this I pointed 
her to the account in Galatians 
v. and then to that in Corin- 
thians, where the apostle, after 
mentioning the dreadful crimes 
of sinners, adds, “ and such 
were some of you ; but ye are 
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washed ; but ye are justified, 
&c.” It was upon reading this, 
that she began to hope, that pos- 
sibly she might be saved by 
Jesus Christ. 

This case did so eminently 
show the necessity of a change 
of heart in all, that it seemed to 
carry irresistible conviction to 
many ; for they were led to re- 
flect, that if one, so unexcep- 
tionable in her life, and so ap- 
parrently religious, needed a 
new heart, and was in such dis- 
tress without it, what must be- 
come of them, who in compa- 
rison of her had no religion at 
all. ‘The case indeed was used 
for this purpose, and it is be- 
lieved not altogether in vain. 
Soon many became convinced 
that the carnal mind, which 
was naturally within them, was 
enmity to God, and they were 
brought to view themselves and 
the law of God, in a light vast- 
ly different from any that they 
had before. 

If, gentlemen, this narrative 
willin your opinion tend to ad- 
vance the knowledge of the 
truth, you are at liberty to in- 
sert it—if you think otherwise, 
I shall be contented to have it 
remain unpublished. Your’s, 

J. WILLIAMS, 


— 


Memoirs of Deacon William 


Skinner. 


For THE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Messrs. Epirors, 
HAVING had alengthy and 
somewhat particular acquaint- 
ance with the subject of the fol- 
lowing biographical sketches, 
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and been frequently conversant 
with him during his last sick- 
ness and confinement, I have 
thought proper to prepare and 
send them forward to you for 
publication, in your useful Mag- 
azine, if, on perusal, you shall 
judge proper. 

In the narration and represen- 
tation of facts, I have stated 
them, according to the best of 
my recollection, both in regard 
to those things I have had per- 
sonal knowledge of, and such as 
I have received from his and 
other credible information. The 
phraseology may in various in- 
stances be different, and other 
circumstances, in point of order 
and method, may not be alto- 
gether correct, but so far as I 
have descended to some of the 
many particulars relating to his 
life, character and manifesta- 
tions, both in health and sick- 
ness, I have endeavored to 
convey the ideas, and exhibit the 
facts with impartiality. May 
the blessing of God accompany 
the attempt, render the perusal 
of it edifying to Christians in 
general, and particularly to such 
as were more intimately ac- 
quainted with him. 

Your’s, &c. E. L. 
Woodstock, Ist Society, 
February 20th, 1807. ‘ 


EACON William Skin- 

ner, the subject of the fol- 
lowing memoir, was born at 
Malden, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, inthe month of July 
1720. In very early life, at 
the age of about five or six 
years, he became deeply im- 
pressed with a conviction of his 
lost and ruined state by reason 
of sin, accompanied with anx- 
ious enquiries what he should 
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do to be saved. Under these 
alarming apprehensions of mind, 
it appears that he improved a 
very considerable proportion of 
his time for some years, in 
reading, meditation and prayer. 
Atthis time also, he was fond 
of consulting, and listening to 
the conversation of those, who 
were thought to be men of 
knowledge and experience in 
religion. In this situation, 
though with some intervals of 
becoming more careless and 
formal, he continued for a num- 
ber of years, calculating, no 
doubt, that he should be able to 
work out a righteousness of his 
own, thereby to pacify his own 
conscience, and secure atitle to 
the divine favor. But no sub- 
stantial comfort or relief could 
he find, till it pleased God, as 
he hoped, to enlighten his 
mind, and to shew him the me- 
diatorial character and all-suf- 
ficiency of Christ, and the wis- 
dom and glory of God as mani- 
fested in the gospel way of sal- 
vation. Not to enlarge here, 
upon the new and different 
views he now had, of the free- 
dom and sovereignty of divine 
grace, and the correspondent 
exercises of his heart and life ; 
at the age of about 17 years 
he was admitted to join the 
communion of the church at 
Malden, then under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Emerson. 

Judging from what he has 
frequently observed of the min- 
istrations of that pious and god- 
ly divine, it appears that he was 
not only much edified in the di- 
vine life under his ministry, but 
through the blessing of God on 
his public and private instruc- 
tions, accompanied on his own 
part, with an unusual attegtion 
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to reading, meditation and pray- 
er, he became in early life, well 
instructed inthe great and dis- 
criminating doctrines and pre- 
ceptsof divine revelation. ° 

At the age of about 21 or 
22 years, he removed from Mal- 
den to this town, where, having 
soon after settled in a family 
state, he resided, till he was _re- 
moved by death on the 30th of 
January last, in the 87th year of 
his age. 

In the year: 1763, he was cho- 
sen to the office of a deacon in 
this church, in which capacity 
he has served with singular dis- 
cretion, wisdom and _ fidelity for 
more than forty three years ; 
cxcepting that the latter part of 
the time, and at his own request, 
on account of the infirmities of 
ages he was released from the 
more actiye services pertaining 
to the office. In the early part 
of his life, and tili within a very 
few years, he was accustomed 
irequently to visit and pray with 
the sick, and to discourse with 
them and others who applied 
to him, in a very edifying and 
instructive manner. 

He was endowed by his Crea- 
tor, with a penetrating mind, a 
sound judgment, and a memory 
singularly tenacious. By his 
reading he became well ac- 
quainted with the holy scrip- 
tures, and the writings of the 
most eminent fathers in the 
reformed Christian church. As 
the scriptures were his most 
delightful study, and upon 
which he meditated with pecu- 
liar satisfaction, so his know- 
ledge of the great and leading 
doctrines of revelation was ex- 
ceeded by very few. In conse- 
quence of this, and by reason of 
his singularly good judgmentand 
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understanding, his remarks and 
observations on passages of 
scripture were peculiarly in- 
structive, and calculated to re- 
move many of the difficulties at- 
tending some of its more im- 
portant doctrines, His acquaint- 
ance with experimenial. reli- 
gion, and those exercises espe- 
cially, which are more essential 
to the temper and life of a 
Christian, was very extensive, 
and evident to such of his 
Christian brethren, as were 
more intimately conversant with 
him. And in him, were found 
some of the more evident marks 
of a true disciple and an Isracl- 
ite indeed, in whom there was 
no allowed guile. He was dis- 
tinguished forhis self-diffidence, 


‘modesty and humility; and in 


the true spirit of Christian low- 
liness of mind, he was wont to 
esteem others better than him- 
self. He had at times such 
views of the depravity of his 
own heart, and the workings of 
inward corruption, that he could 
hardly reconcile them with the 
existence of a gracious princi- 
ple in his soul; yet he thence 
learned more effectually, his 
own dependence, prized the 
doctrine of free grace, and ap- 
peared very carnestly to pant 
after an holy salvation. 

In addition to this view of his 
Christian character and example 
in general, he appeared to have 
been eminently a man of pray- 
er ; and discovered a great de- 
eree of pertinency, fervor, af- 
fection and self-abasement in 
that devout exercise. Like a 
wrestling Jacob, he appeared to 
feel the worth of the blessings 
for which he prayed. 

In the government and disci- 
pline of the church, paruicwlarly 
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in the case of an offending 
brother, he considered it a mat- 
ter of high importance, to pro- 
ceed according to the rule laid 
down by our Saviour in the 18th 
of Matthew : and in cases 
brought before the chureh for 
consideration, he was careful to 
form his opinion, by what ap- 
pearedto him to bethescriptuaral 
rule, carefully attending to the 
nature and circumstances of the 
case. Far from being swayed 
by the opinions of others, any 
further than he saw them to be 
grounded on scripture and rea- 
son, he exercised a commend- 
able independence in forming 
his judgment, and candidly 
assigned the reasons, in cases, 
wherein he differed from his 
brethren. Accordingly, in such 
high estimation was his judg- 
ment generally held, that his 
counsel and advice were much 
sought in difficult cases. In the 
capacity of a Christian brother, 
he was singularly influential, 
and useful, in laboring with the 
erroneous, and dealing with 
offenders. Actuated, as we be- 
lieve, by that heavenly wisdom 
which is first pure, then peace- 
able, and with his eye upon the 
word, he studied to support the 
dignity of church discipline, 
while he attempted to gain a 
brother, and to keep the unity 


of the spirit, in the bond of 


peace. 

As a friend, he was attentive, 
kind and faithful, and manifest- 
ly so,on Christian principles. 


As a professing follower of 
Christ, he was signally meek 
and humble, exemplary in his 
walk, and edifying in his conver- 
sation, actuated by that grati- 
tude, kindness and benevolence, 
Which mark the character of the 
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disciples of Jesus, and influenced 
by that faith, which worketh 
by love to God and man. 

Few have ever discovered a 
warmer attachment than he did 
to the institutions of the gospel. 
This he particularly manifested 
by an uniform and constant at- 
tendance on the public worship 
of God in his sanctuary. He 
appeared to possess the most 
noble enjoymentand satisfaction 
of soul while attending on the 
public dispensation of the word, 
and especially when the more 
peculiar and glorious doctrines 
of grace were explained and in- 
culcated. Speaking of the gos- 
pel privileges he enjoyed, he 
used frequently to mention his 
sabbaths and seasons of public 
worship, observing, “ I have 
thought I could gay, J was glad, 
when they said unto me, let us go 
into the house of the Lord ; and 
how amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts.” As might 
naturally be expected from his 
love to Zion, and the interests 
of Christ’s kingdom, he appear- 
ed to enjoy great satisfaction 
and refreshmentof soul in theat- 
tention to religion, which took 
place in this society about six 
years since, and when consider- 
able numbers were added to the 
church; and though far advanced 
in years, he frequently attended 
and assisted on conference oc- 
casions, in different parts ofthe 
society. 

So generally was he respect- 
ed as a conscientious and godly 
man, that he appeared to have 
a witness in the conscience ol 
every man, through the circle 
of his acquaintance, that he was 
one who feared God and cs: 
chewed evil. 





Having thus noticed some of 
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the more leading features in the 
life and character of this vener- 
able father, it may be expected, 
we should take some view of 
him during his last sickness, 
and in the closing scenes of his 
life. 

His last sickness and con- 
finement continued a little more 
than four months ; during 
which he was highly favored 
of God , with the free use of his 
reason and speech, and for the 
most part suffered little pain 
and distress of body. Of these 
circumstances, he frequently 
spake with abundant gratitude 
and thankfulness, as distin- 
guishing favors, and laying him 
under peculiar obligations to 
the God of his life. Though, 
at times, he appeared to be 
more comfortable, to gain a lit- 
tle strength, and wus able to 
read an hour or more in the 
course of the day; yet from 
the beginning of his sickness, 
he considered it highly prob- 
able, that it would terminate 
his life. And finding himself 
gradually sinking, he would 
frequently say, “ my flesh and 
my heart fail ; Oh that God 
would be the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever.” 
Though deeply sensible of his 
own depravity, vileness, and un- 
worthiness in the sight of God, 
and that he was most justly de- 
serving of his everlasting dis- 
pleasure, yet he was remark- 
ably strengthened, and raised 
above the fears of death ; and 
ina humble reliance on the me- 
rit and atonement of Christ, he 
appeared to enjoy the comfort 
of a victory, and to meet the 
king of terrorsas a messenger 
of peace. Being asked with 
respect tothe state of his mind, 
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his views of death and another 
world, he observed, and that re- 
peately, that death did not ap- 
pear so formidable to him, as 
he had expected it would, and 
that he felt very little or no anx- 
iety about the time of his de- 
parture. He appeared, at times, 
to be at a loss, how to account 
for it, that he should be no 
more exercised and alarmed at 
the thoughts of dying; and 
said, he did not know, but it 
might be owing to his stupidity. 
In reply to which, I observed, 
among other things, that we 
trusted he had committed the 
great concerns of his soul into 
the hands of Christ, to which 
he replied with hisusual modes 
ty and self-diffidence, “ I have 
thought so.” I further observ- 
ed, that he had great cause of 
thankfulness, that God did not 
leave him to the buffetings of 
Satan, as he has frequently seen 
fit to do with respect to some of 
his dear children, near the close 
of life. From this, he took oc- 
casion to speak very feelingly 
and somewhat largely of the 
wonderful and distinguishing 
goodness of God to him, in 
many respects both temporal 
and spiritual,and that from early 
life ; of the wonders of grace 
and mercy, which it seemed he 
had not words sufficient to ex- 
press ; and how kindly he had 
ordered the circumstances of 
his present sickness. In view 
of free and sovereign grace, and 
of the astonishing be ani of 
God in the work of redemption, 
he frequently spake in strains of 
rapture and pleasing admira- 
tion ; and at one time in parti- 
cular, said, “ it seemed as 
though he wanted all the world 
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should join with him in celebra- 
ting the praises of God.” 

So far was he from murmur- 
ing and complaints during his 
long confinement, that he fre- 
quently and feclingly spake of 
the kind and faithful attention 
of his family, and that they ap- 
peared willing to do every thing 
intheir power to make him 
comfortable. Nothing appear- 
ed to be more congenial to his 
feelings, than a contemplation 
of the glorious attributes and 
wise government of Jehovah ; 
and it was a darling theme and 
pleasing employment to him, 
to recount the loving kindness 
of God. When asked such 
questions as were calculated to 
bring the divine character and 
government into view, and es- 
pecially such dispensations as 
were dark and mysterious to 
our limited understandings, he 
usually expressed the highest 
satisfaction and confidence in 
the thought that God held the 
reins of government in his own 
hand, and ordered all things 
well ; andin the conclusion of 
his remarks on the subject, it 
became an expression some- 
what proverbial with him, 
“ Good is the word, good is the 
will, and good is the way of the 
Lord.” When questioned as to 
his own hopes and prospects of 
future happiness ; though he 
had hopes, he did not ordinarily 
express them with any great 
degree of assurance, but with 
that modesty and self-diffidence, 
which was a singular trait in his 
character ; at the same time, 
he would speak with appareni 
satisfaction, of the rectitude of 
God’s government ; that he 
would be perfectly just, should 
he cast him off for ever; and 





if ever he was saved and brought 
to heaven, it would be a signal 
manifestation of free and sove- 
reign grace, and speaking of 
the heights and depths, the 
lengths and breadths of the love 
of Christ, he would sometimes 
conclude these and similar re- 
marks, with this consoling ob- 
servation, “ Infinite wisdom can- 
noterr, infinite power cannot 
fail 1” 

His discourses, counsels and 
prayers, with his family and 
others, who were with him 
from time to time, were singu- 
larly well adapted and instruc- 
tive, discévering at once, that 
strength of mind, self-posses- 
sion, calmness, and gracious 
exercise of heart, which are 
rarely to be found. What le 
omitted at one time, which he 
thought important or suitable to 
mention, he was careful to bring 
into view and speak of at ano- 
ther opportunity ; so that in 
things of a spiritual nature, he 
was peculiarly solicitous to set 
his house in order. At one 
time, when I was present, 
about three months before his 
decease, viewing his dissolution 
as probably near at hand, and a 
number of his children being 
present, it wassuggested to him 
as a thing desirable that he 
should give them a father’s bles- 
sing before he died. After a 
little pause, he attempted a 
compliance with the proposal, 
and continued his discourse, 
interspersed with prayers, 
counsels and admonitions, forthe 
space of fifteen or twenty minu- 
tes ; and in a manner, very re- 
markable for pertinency, cor 
rectness and method, consider- 
ine his very weak and low 
state. He brought the case 0 
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his children somewhat particu- 
larly into view, both those who 
were with him and such as were 
abroad ; those who had made a 
public profession of religion and 
those who had not; adapting 
his counsels and prayers to 
their case accordingly, ina man- 
ner highly meving and instruc- 
tive; a scene which it is pre- 
sumed, those who were present 
cannot soon forget. He then 
brought the case of his pastor 
into view, praying for him with 
fervor and affection, that he 
might be both faithful and suc- 
cessful in his labors, and favored 
with divine influence and sup- 
port: Then for the church, of 
which he was a member, that it 
might be built up, and made to 
prosper under the adminis- 
trations of the gospel, and 
that God would revive his work 
among the people. After this, 


he prayed for ministers and 


churches in general ; that God 
would raise up and maintain a 
godly ministry, in the land, and 
support a godly discipline in his 
churches. After having gone 
through with these particulars, 
much in the manner as now re- 
lated, he raised his hands from 
the bed on which he lay, clasped 
them together, and in a most 
solemn and devout manner, 
commended his own soul to 
God through Jesus Christ ; a 
circumstance, which has re- 
minded me of good old Simeon, 
who had waited for the consola- 
tion of Israel, and who, upon 
having embraced the infant Sav- 
iour in the arms of faith and 
love, said * Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” 
Voi. VIL. No. 10. 
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Something similar to this, as 
appears by information from the 
family, he exhibited in several 
instances afterwards. Particu- 
larly about a week before he 
left the world, he was wonderful- 
ly strengthened in prayer, and 
plead with great fervency for 
the ministers of the gospel, and 
the churches of Christ; inter- 
ceding with God in behalf of 
Zion, as an interest which lay 
very near his heart. At the 
same time, he particularly 
brought into view the case of 
Missionary societies, and those 
who are employed on missions, . 
earnestly praying for the suc- 
cess of their efforts, and com- 
mending them to God, in whose 
cause they are embarked. He 
further took special notice of the 
case of the dispersed Jews, 
pleading powerfully for their 
ingathering ; and that, to this 
end, God would bless and suc- 
ceed the labors of the converted 
Jew,* who had embraced the 
Christian faith, and was preach- 
ing to his brethren of that na- 
tion, the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 

From the general tenor of his 
remarks and conversation on 
the scriptures, during his con- 
finement, it appeared that he 
had high and noble enjoyment, 
in contemplating various pas- 
sages, inwhich the wisdom of 
God and the glory of Christ 
were signally displayed. A 
specimen of this, he manifested, 
about five or six weeks before 
his death. He observed to me, 


—r> 


* Referring to Mr. rey, acon- 
verted Jew from Germany, and who 
has for some time been employed 
in preaching to his brethren the 
offspring of Abraham. 
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that the Saturday night before, 
he had little or no sleep, though 
exercised with no great pain of 
body ; that his mind had been 
contemplating on many pas- 
sages of scripture, and more 
particularly on the parable of 
the merchantman seeking good- 
ly .pearls, of whom it is said, 
“when he had found one pearl 
of great price, he went aad sold 
all that he had, and * bought it.” 
It appeared to him, he never 
before had such views of the 
parable, as at that time ; that 
Christ who was there represent- 
ed under the similitude of the 
most costly pearl, appeared to 
him so exceedingly precious, 
and with such infinite dignity, 
glory and all-sufficiency, that 
his soul was on the wing, and 
drawn out after him as the chief 
among ten thousands, with de- 
sires sointentand ardent, that 
he could not well endure the 
thought of having his prospects 
again clouded. He was much 
moved while he related the 
scene, and seemed again to en- 
joy the satisfaction ofa renewed 
view of Christ; and concluded 
with saying, Oh, that it may 
not be “ as the morning cloud 
and the early dew, which soon 
passeth away.” 

At another time, havin 
brought into view the probabili- 
ty of his leaving the worldin a 
very short time, and that we 
trusted he would soon ‘be ad- 
mitted to the pure and glorious 
services and enjoyments of 
he heavenly state, and come 
into the full and uninterrupted 
possession of that fearl of great 
frrice, of which he had lately 
had such transporting views ; 
he replied in a very feeling man- 
ner, “ Isit possible ?” 
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Not to mention other instan- 
ces ; the last time in which J 
visited him, being about three 
or four days before his decease, 
[ had considerable conversation 


‘and prayed with kim as usual ; 


found him very serene and com- 
fortable im the views of death ; 
and the terview, as in former 
instances, was highly pleasing, 
affecting and instructive. Being 
about to take my leave of him, 
it occurred to my mind to re- 
peat to him those words in 
John xiv. which introduces our 
Lords farewel discourse to his 
disciples; “ In my  Father’s 
house are many mansions ; ifit 
were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you: and if I go and prepare a 
placefor yeu, I will comeaguin, 
and receive you unto myself ; 
that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” Upon which he ad- 
ded ina very feeling manner, 
those words of Christ in his in- 
tercessory prayer, Chapter xvii. 
24, “ Father, I will that they 
also whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my 
glory.” 

Iam informed, that he con- 
tinued apparently in the full 


last hour of his life, and was able 
to speak more or less, till but 
a short time before he expired. 
Some of the last words he spake 
were, in attempting to repeat 
some. of the linesin the 38th 
Hymn, 2d book, of Dr. Watts ; 
and which he had frequently 
been fond of repeating through- 
out. 

Happy the heart where graccs 

reign, 

Where love inspires the breast ; 
Love is the brightest-or the train, 
And strengthens ail the rest, oc 
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Not able to articulate, but 
‘with great difficulty, one of his 
sons took the book, found the 
hymn, and read the first verse 
to him, and then paused. Upon 
which, with a faint expression 
of the voice, he at the same 
time motioned with the hand, 
to have him proceeél, which he 
did, till he had finished the 
hymn 5; the last words-of which 
are, 


Before we quite forsake our clay, 
Or leave this dark abode, 

‘The wings of love bear us away, 
To see our smiling God. 


In a very short time after 
the reading of these words to 
him, he fell asleep in Jesus (as 
we believe) and entered into 
that rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. “ Blessed 


are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth; yea, 
saith the spirit, that they may 


rest from their labors and their 
works du followthem.” ‘Such, 
also shall have a “ remembrance 
in the resurrection of the just ; 
and the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne, shall feed 
them, and shall Jead them unto 
living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” 

On the first day of February, 
his funeral was attended ; upon 
which occasion a discourse was 
delivered from 2. Kings, ii. 
Chapter 12 verse, “ My Father, 
my father, the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof.” 

In order to a wise and _ profit- 
able improvement of such a 
dispensation, is it not highly 
important, that not only the sur- 
viving relatives, but the church- 
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wasa member, should serious- 
ly attend to the language of it. 
If those are removed, who, like 
this our venerable father and 
friend, are eminent for their 
wisdom and piety, the event 
must be sensibly felt by those 
who were duly sensible of their 
usefulness and worth. If these 
are the men, who, while living, 
make up the hedge and stand in 
the gap ; if by- their wisdom, 
prayers and example, they do, 
under God, contribute greatly, to 
the preservation of religion 
among a people, and'the avert- 
ing of divine judgments, is not 
their removal calculated justly 
to alarm the apprehensions of 
those who are left behind ? 
Should not these indications of 
the «livine displeasure, and the 
dark clouds which are thereby 
spread over God’s heritage, 
deeply humble us before him, 
und lead us fervently to adopt 
the language of the devout 
Psalmist, “* Help Lord, for the 
godly man ceaseth, for the 
faithful fail from among the 
children of men.” Sensible of 
their dependence on him, and 
fully persuaded that “the spirit 
of the Lord is not straitened, 
what better expedient can the 
surviving friends of Zion adopt, 
than to have recourse to him, 
who is the great repairer of 
breaches, and the restorer of 
paths to dwell in, that the 
spirit of Elijah may rest on 
Elisha ; and in full and humble 
confidence, that the great Head 
of the church is able by his 
spirit and grace, to raise up 
Jaco) though he be small. 
But in mourning for the ven- 
erable and pious dead, we should 
not sorrow as those who have 


particularly that, of which he | no hope, or whose prospects 
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are bounded by the narrow 
limits of time. He who brought 
life and immortality to light by 
the gospel, has brightened the 
scene, and gladened the pros- 
pect. Here we are instructed 
from the highest authority, that 
as Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, those who sleep in 
Jesus, will God bring with him. 
This wipes away the reproach 
of the saints ; this clears the 
honor of God’s word. And by 
this it appears, that he is not 
ashamed to be called their 
God, for he hath prepared for 
them acity, even a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 


a + ee 


Events in the life of Mrs. Mary 
Yates. 


HILE it is pleasing to 
witness the living ex- 
amples of those who “ adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour by 
their holy conversation and god- 
liness,” it, at the same time, 
comforts and animates other 
sojourners, as they travel thro’ 
this vale of tears to the heaven- 
ly Jerusalem. “ Be ye follow- 
ers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the prom- 
ises,” is the apostolic direction. 
And as the light of such, in 
many instances, shines but a lit- 
tle while, before they are remo- 
ved to the world of spirits ; it 
has been thought a commenda- 
ble desire in the disciples of the 
Saviour, that those, who have 
testified their unfeigned belief of 
the truth and excellence of his 
holy religion, by a life devoted 
to him, should continue to speak 
aiter their death. 
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For this reason it is now at- 
tempted to record some events 
in the life of Mrs. Mary Yates, 
who departed this life, in the 
pleasing hope of amore perfect 
enjoyment of her Saviour, on 
the 3ist of Oct. 1806, 

She was the youngest daugh- 
ter of David Austin, Lsq. of 
New Haven, and was born in 
Aug. 1776. Her parents were 
both professors ofreligion. Every 
one who has a just view of reli- 
gion as the “one thing needful,” 
and of the declaration of the 
faithful God, that he “ sheweth 
mercy unto the thousandth gen- 
eration of them that love him,” 
will know how to appreciate the 
divine favor in giving her reli- 
gious parents. Her motherwas 
removed from herby death inthe 
6th year of herage. We may 
confidently conclude, however, 
that, while living, she had often 
led her infant mind to the con- 
templation of her Saviour, and 
had repeatedly dedicated her to 
him in prayer. 

In the second marriage of 
her father, she was again favor- 
ed with a pious and faithful 
guide of her inexperienced 
years. 

The kind and compassionate 
disposition of the subject of these 
memoirs was manifested, as oc- 
casions offered, by a great sym- 
pathy in the sufferings of the 
distressed, and by exertions 
to relieve them. Fervent in 
her affections, and faithful in her 
friendships, she was highly 
beloved by her acquaintance — 
Ready in her apprehension, and 
correct in her judgment, she 
improved, to good purpose, the 
opportunities with which she 
was favored, for acquiring the 
useful and ornamental accom- 
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plishments. “ One thing,” 
however, like the naturally ami- 
able youth, Luke xviii, 22. she 
« yet lacked.” 


“Born in a world of guilt, she drew 
Contagion with her breath, 

And, as her life advance’d, she grew 
A juster prey for death.” 


Notwithstanding the acknow- 
ledged difference there is in the 
natural tempers of persons, no- 
thing, so far as the everlasting 
welfare of the soul is concern- 
ed, can make up the loss of the 
holy image of God, destroyed 
in man, by the apostacy of our 
unhappy race. Onthe contrary, 
there is in every child of Adam 
aradical and total destiution of 
that “ holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” Of 
this truth, she was soon to have 
a deep and undoubting convic- 
tion, from her own painful ex- 
nerience, under the operation of 
the Holy Ghost, who alone 
thoroughly  convinceth of 
sin.” 

In the course of divine provi- 
dence, in which “ the blind are 
led ina way they know not, and 
in paths that they have not 
known,” she, in the early part 
of youth, was removed from her 
father’s to Elizabeth Town, N. 
J. During her residence at 
this place, there was a revival 
of religion. The Lord, who 
knew from the beginning, what 
he would do for her, and for 
What staiton in life he would 
prepare her, was _ pleased, 
here to give her a view of her 
condition, as being “ without 
hope, and without God in the 
world.” A thorough convic- 
tion that her “ heart was deceit- 
lul above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked,” filled her with 
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distress. “The commandment 
came—sin revived—and she di- 
ed,” as to any expectation of be- 
ing received to heaven, in the 
state she then was. This dis- 
tress continued a number of 
wecks. Aware now of the de- 
ceitfulness of the heart, she was 
filled with anxiety, lest she 
should be deluded by hers, lest 
her present convictions should, 
after a while, subside, and she 
should be led to mistake the 
reverence for God and religion, 
which she had acquired, by ed- 
ucation, for a cordial reconcilia- 
tion to him. After a season of 
distressing anxiety, she obtain- 
eda comfortable hope, and ded- 
icated herself to God, in Christ, 
—publicly covenanting to be 
his, and humbly professing 
that she could say, “ Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I 
desire besides thee.” She still 
retained, however, a jealousy over 
her heart. 

After a season of “ peace and 
joy in believing,” this jealousy 
was excited, afresh, by hearing 
a preacher, personally unknown 
to her, set forth, in a sermon, 
some very high and enthusiastic 
experiences in religion, repre- 
senting them, at the same time, 
as arule for self examination. 
Conscious that she fell short of 
what she heard, she supposed 
that she had been taken in the 
very snare which she had fear- 
ed. My heart,—my treacher- 
ous heart has deceived me : all 
the steps I have taken are total- 
ly wrong, and all my hope is a 
delusion. She returned from 
divine service in deep distress,— 
and retiring to a private room, 
threw herself at the feet “of Je- 
sus, bewailing the insensibility 
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and treachery of her heart, and 
imploring his forgivness and 
grace. She now felt, as she af- 
terwards expressed to a friend, 
like acriminal hanging at the 
horns of the altar—very guilty 
—very vile—and having no 
hope, except from the sovereign 
mercy of God. Before she left 
this retirement, she had a view 
of the all-sufficiency there is in 
Christ,and felt anardent cleaving 
to him as the Saviour of sinners, 
and as the sure and only refuge. 
She again threw herself upon 
the mercy of God in Christ, 
earnestly praying for the pardon 
of her sins, and for his quick- 
ening and sanctifying grace. 

From this retirement, she re- 
turned much relieved. 

The state of her mind after 
this, was,in general, more uni- 
form. Having vowed to be the 
Lord’s she felt her devotedness 
to him ; and retaining through 
life a sense of the deceitfulness 
of the human heart, it was her 
habitual prayer tobe led, more 
and more to a knowledge of 
hers and also of him “ who 
searcheth the hearts and trieth 
the reins” of the children of 
men. 

Passing over several incidents 
of less moment, a view will next 
be taken of an important event 
in the life of the subject of these 
memoirs, her marriage Oct. 8, 
i797, with Mr. Andrew Yates, 
then a candidate for the gospel 
ministry, and connected with 
Union College, Schenectady— 
and now pastor of the first 
church in East-Hartford. A 
transaction of such importance, 
being often a crisis, from which 
the future happiness or misery 
ef the parties is to be dated, 
can never be treated by a con- 
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siderate, and especially by a re. 
ligious mind, with levity. Her 
religious exercises, and some of 
her sentiments relative to the 
mutual duties of the marriage 
covenant, may be lIcarned from 
a letter which she handed to 
Mr. Y. on the day previous to 
their marriage ; the following 
extracts from which have been 
obtained. 

*~*e ee &€ Hh He HR HE H HH HE 
* * * ® « Pardon me my deat 
friend, when I acknowledge that 
my feelings are incommunicable 
(verbally | evento you. Though 
the important hour is fast ap- 
proaching which shall unite us 


| for life, yet I feel my heart too 


full to express all my wishes 
at such an important crisis. 
And though you are acquainted 
with my sentiments, and possi- 
bly with my disposition, yet, 
methinks I could wish my heart 
laid open more fully to your 
view, that your just knowledge 
of 1ne might prevent the least 
disappointment, through the 
path, in which we shall, shortly, 
solemnly engage to walk, in love 
until death us do part. Omy 
friend, could I tell you what I 
am, or what I shall be under 
crosses, afflictions, disappoint 
ments, and all the formidable 
company of distresses, which 
lie in wait to come upon Us 
through this wilderness world, 
I might then help you to’ 
knowledge of myself. But alas! 
this I cannot do. Whatever | 
am, this you will remember; 
that, far from deceiving you, 10 
the least, by appearing in your 
eyes what Iam not, [ ardently 
wish my heart and soul were 
open to you asthe day. I am 
surrounded not only with foibles, 
but errors. Let your eyes not 
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be open to them at all times, and 
when you see them, refrrove me ; 
but do it in such a way of kind- 
ness, that the manner of reproof 
may not wound more than a 
sense of the fault. Perhaps you 
willsay, this is an unnecessary 
request : I hope it may be so, 
and trust it ts ; but, my friend, 
we know the feelings may be 
wounded for want of reflection. 
Such a wound would be to me, 
beyond expression painful. You 
will discover my many weak- 
nesses, be faithful in discharging 
the duty of friendship. It is 
sometimes a painful office ; but, 
when it is kindly received, the 
satisfaction exceeds the pain. 

*e Pe ete E 
** * * « In such a connection 
as we are about to form, there 
area thousand nameless atten- 
tions, on the part of each, which 
must not be omitted; and a 
thouvand little inattentions which 
must not be too often or too 
nicely observed. The peace of 
persons, in this connection, I 
believe does as often depénd on 
what an uninterested person 
would call trifles, as on greater 
circumstances. There is a cer- 
tain delicacy and tenderness of 
feeling, that is open to the least 
occurrence, and if wounded, 
proves deeper than we might, at 
first, be aware of. If such a 
wound should at any time -be 
given, let there be no delay on 
cither side to heal it, and by the 
soothing language of affection 
'o prevent its poisonous effects 
trom spreading too far. 

To say, 1 wish we might live 
iogether as none others have 
done, weuld be a romantic 
Wish ; but to wish we might 
live together as we ought, is not 
Mproper, and it is what I most 


sincerely do. Did I not hope 
to be what I ought, a helpmeet 
in spiritual as well as in tempo- 
ral things, or were I to know 
that I should be a weight to 
hinder you from running with 
diligence the Christian race, I 
would cease to say more, and 
fly the approaching union as 
your and my greatest bane ; but 
God grant it may be otherwise. 
If 1 am not an assistant in those 
important concerns, oh, may my 
dull and feeble spirit never, for 
a moment, hinder your progress 
in the divine life. May it be 
our great object and uniform 
endeavor, tobe mutual assist- 
ants to each other while here ; 
that when we have passed this 
| vale of tears we may look back 
with heartfelt satisfaction. And 
when the awful hour of separa- 
tion comes, may religion’s soft 
hand be extended to wipe the 
tear from the eye of affliction, 
and her language sooth the 
soul. May each, in receiving 
the other, receive a blessing 
which shall be resigned when 
called for with this exclamation, 
“ The Lord gave, andthe Lord 
hath taken away, blessed be the 
hame of the Lord.” 

It pleased God to continue 
her life nine years after this. 
Four years she résided at Sche- 
|nectady, and five at East-Hart- 
ford, greatly beloved and respect- 
ed by the inhabitants, and by 
her humerous acquaintance, 
for her peculiarly mild, amiable 
and benevolent temper, her ju- 
diciousness, her sense of pro- 
priety, her hospitality, and her 
pious, meck, unassuming de- 
portment. Entertaining a hum- 
ble opinion of her own profici- 
ency in knowledge, she was 





pleased with hearing the religi- 
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ous conversation of others ; es- 
pecially of those whom she es- 
teemed for their piety. To her 
husband, she proved an help- 
meet indeed, whom he often 
consulted, but who forbore to 
give her opinion respecting mat- 
ters of importance until request- 
ed. He changed his situation 
once, and had an invitation to 
remove a second time ; but 
she declined expressing an opin- 
ion,,or wish, until he had de- 
cided ; observing that she was 
ready to go where God, in his 
providence, should direct, when 
her husband had decided it was 
her duty to accompany him. 
For some years before her 
death, a declining health, ac- 
companied with hectical symp- 
toms, reminded her that her 
time would probably be short. 
Her last sickness continued 
nearly eight months. From its 
commencement she was im- 
pressed with the idea, that it 
would terminate in death; and 
that she should be brought to 
her grave through a long and 
tedious series of sufferings. 
This excited her to pray ear- 
nestly for divine grace ; that her 
mind might be fortified by a 
stedfast reliance on the strength 
of her Saviour, and that she 
might be enabled to endure pa- 
tiently whatever he should be 
pleased to lay upon her. With 
composure, she made the ar- 
rangements necessary for her 
final departure from her family, 
and she generally conversed 
upon the subject with the calm- 
ness of a person about to under- 
take a journcy toadistant though 
desivable habitation. “ God,” she 
observed, isholy—his people in 
heaven are like him—the happi- 
ess of heaven is holy ; I 
thercfore desire to be there, I 
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wish to see him as he is—ty: 
if ever I enter there, it must be 
as a sinner saved by the blood of 
Christ. I know the sufficiency 
of Christ, and rely upon him 
alone—if my heart does not de- 
ceive me.” 

Hymns and passages of scrip. 
ture committed to memory in 
her youth, were now of great 
service, by furnishing her with 
subjects for very agreeable and 
improving meditation.* 


* This is a practice strongly re- 
commended by the experience of 
thousands of the children of God. 
Besides the general reason, which 
always exists, for enriching the 
mind with divine knowledge, there 
is this additional motive for com- 
mitting to memory select pieces 
which are sentimental and_ pious, 
and especially “ the words which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth ;” that, 
hereby, an invaluable treasure is 
laid up in store, against .the time, 
when the person, trom whatever 
cause, is deprived of the privilege 
of reading, or is in wae f affliction 
and temptation. ‘“ Trouble and an- 
guish,” saith the Psalmist, “‘ have 
take hold on me ; yet thy command- 
ments are my delights. Uphold me 
according unto thy word, that I may 
live. Unless thy love had been my 
delight, I should then have perished 
in mine affliction. I will never for- 

et thy precepts: for with them 
theu hast quickened me. This is 
my comfort in my affliction. ‘Thy 
testimonies are my counsellors. Let 
thy salvation come unto me, O Lord, 
even according to thy word: so 
shall Thave wherewith to answer 
him [especially Satan Rev. xii. 10.] 
that reproacheth me. I love thy 
commandments above gold, yea, 
above fine gold.” me 

“ The children of this world 
anxiously treasure up wealth against 
the time (they say) of sickness or 
old age. Let “ the children of light 
be adinonished that the “ law of the 
mouth of their Saviour is better than 
thousands of gold and silver.” Lay 
up this treausure therefore diligent- 
ly, while the faculties of body and 
mind are unimpared., 
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Though generally possessing 
her soul in sweet serenity, and 
calm, patient resignation ; yet 
there were times, when she was 
agitated with fears, lest her pa- 
tience should fail under accumu- 
lated and long continued dis- 
tress. These fears she endea- 
vored to allay, by a’consideration 
of the power and faithfulness of 
her Saviour, and usually suc- 
ceeded. On one of these occa- 
sions she thus addressed her 
brother, “ You remember my 
dedication to God, and I know 
he is able to keep what I have 
committed, to him.” 

There were times also, when 
a sense of unworthiness, and 
apprehensions lest her heart 
should after all, deceive her, 
interposed, for a season, a 
dark cloud, between God and 
her soul, At such times, it is 
very worthy of notice, that the 
best mean of relief, and that 
which almost universally suc- 
ceeded, wasa plain and simple 
enumeration by some intelligent 
person, of the freculiaritices of 
the Christian doctrines, such as 
the covenant of redemption— 
free sovereign grace—the atone- 
ment made by God our Saviour 
on the cross—the provision 
made for the special influences 
of the Holy Ghost, by which the 
sinner is “ created anew in 
Christ Jesus”—the resurrection 
of the saints in the image of 


God—the holy services, and dis- | 


interested enjoyments of heaven, 
and the pleasure that will be de- 
rived, from the deep humility 
and the ardent, pious affections 
of the happy inhabitants towards 
‘God, and each other, that will 
there prevail without end. 

On the morning before her 
death, she directed her children 

Vou. VII. NO. 10. 
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(three lovely sons) to be called 
toher. They approached her, 
one after another. The natural 
affections, which are not extin- 
gweshed in the breast of a vir- 
tuous parent till nature is dis- 
solved, now put in their last 
claim for indulgence. They 
were indulged for a moment, 
“ Oh, my son!” said she, tak- 
ing the hand of the eldest. A 
mother’s tenderness beamed in 
her emaciated countenance. A 
mother’s prayer was offered to 
a faithful covenant God, to 
whom they had been dedicated. 
Her soul hovered for a moment, 
over these dear objects of her 
earthly care ; but the eternal 
scene, just before her, soon re- 
occupied her mind. She bida 
last adieu to her babes, and with 
them, to the exercise of the 
natural affections, which, though 
so necessary and so lovely in 
this life, are for ever to cease 
when the spirit has passed into 
that world, “ where they neith- 
er matry nor are given in mar- 
riage ; but are as the angels of 
God.” Her children and friends, 
she observed, were in the Lord’s\y 
hands, and she could, without 
distrust, leave them all with 
him. ; 

She discerned the symptoms 
of approaching death as soon as 
any who were present, and spake 
of them with composure. 

Towards the close of life, the 
paroxysms of distress became 
more frequent. In one of these 
she observed, “I expect the 
phlegm in my throat will pre- 
sently strangle me, and I shall 
sleep in Jesus.” In another, she 
expressed an ardent desire te 
depart ; but added, “ God’s 
time is the best time, and I hope 


Ishall with patience wait fer 
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it”’ In the midst of another, 
which continued for a long time 
and was very distressing, she 
enquired of her husband, * Do 
you suppose this isthe hour ¢” 
He replied, “ God only knows.” 
“ True,” she rejoined, “ he 


When the last, the fatal parox- 
ysm seized her—sensible of her 
condition, and appearing to be 
filled with great joy in the pros- 
pect, she lifted up her eyes and 
hands towards heaven—till her 
hands fell, her eyes were set, 
and her countenance was fixed 
in death. 
Reader—Are you a parent ! 
Meditate solemnly upon the 
trust which providence has 
committed to your care-—a 
trust, the adequate value of 
which no created being can es- 
timate. Together with your 
trust, God has put into your 
hands your instructions. Con- 
sider what he demands from 
you :“ It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faitiful.” 
Remember, “ there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
@ nor wisdom in the grave.” Lay 
it to your heart, that the time is 
short:—with you it may be 
very short. Soon the hour ar- 
rives, when you bid the last 
adieu to those who have been 
under your care, and you look 
forward, with the trembling ex- 
pectation af standing in the pre- 
sence of your Judge, to “give 
an account of your steward- 
ship.” In this trying hour, it af- 
fords a consolation which no 
Janguage can describe, to be 
able to Say, with deep humility 
indeed, yet, with the testimony 
ef an approving conscience, * ] 
have been faithful.” 
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On Evil Speaking. 


Messrs: Eprtors. 
LTHOUGH I have reag’ 
your useful publication 
from the beginning, I do not re- 
collect to have seen any thing 
on the sin of speaking evil. A 
review of the tables of con- 
tents affixed to the different vol- 
umes satisfied me that no obser- 


vations had been communicated 


onso common a sin. Having 
not long since witnessed the 
commission of this sin, it oc- 
curred to my mind, that a few 
observations might be useful, at 
least to awaken reflection in the 
bosoms of the wise, and save 
them from both the doing and 
the suffering of evil in this way. 

To distinguish the sin under 
consideration from slander le- 
gally considered, let it be obser- 
ved that it does by no means 
imply that malice and falsehood, 
which constitute the nature of 
slander. It may be committed 
without any malicious designs, 
and in perfect consistence with 
the strictest veracity, although 
it sometimes is accompanied by 
the one or the other. It is near- 
ly allied to slander and, in the 
downward way of sin, it is the 
step which is immediately suc- 
ceeded by it. 

Evil speaking consists in ma- 
king known the supposed sins 
and failings of others, without 
any good end. 

There are instances which, 
not only justify but demand the 
exposure of the failings and 
sins of others, as far as we 
know them. Many of these oc- 
cur. Their general character 
is this, where individual or pub- 
lic good requires it. My neigh- 





bor is about to entrust his pro- 
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‘perty in the hands of one whom 
{ know to be a knave ; the com- 
mand, “love thy neighbour as 
thyself ;” obliges me to apprize 
him of his danger as much as it 
would in the case of a blind man 
who is exposed to peril for the 
want of sight. When summon- 
ed by the laws of the land to tes- 
tify respecting particulars touch- 
ing the character of any, the 
public good demands the truth 
without evasion or reserve. 
these and such ‘ike instances, in 
which we expose the faults of 
others, weare far from beingguil- 
ty of the crime of evil speaking. 
They are obviously distinguish- 
ed from this sin by the -end that 
ishadin view. They have in 
view a good end, evil speaking 
has none that is good. 

A report injurious to the char- 
acter of a neighbour hath reach- 
edus. It is believed, whether 
on sufficent grounds is neediess 
to determine. Suppose it is ac- 
companied with every testimony 
necessary to support its credibi- 
lity. With the sincere belief of 
its truth we retail the rumor we 
have heard. Itis made the sub- 
ject of conversation with a friend 
or in the social circles, merely 
for the purpose of telling some 
new thing, or to afford matter 
for conversation, or which is 
worse, to gratify envy or malice. 
Those who have never heard, 


are informed ; and those who. 


know already join in expres- 
sions of surprise, of censure or 
of pretended pity. This is evil 
speaking. 

Itis a sin of greater guilt 
than many are aware of.—-How 
faris such conduct from doing 
to others as we would they 
should do unto us! If we have 
been guilty of injuring our ewn 


On Evil Speaking. 


In| 





387 


character, we cannot be willing 
that any should mangle and open 
the wounds afresh. You area 
penitent and with a. broken heart 
mourn over your sins, you are 
willing and desirous that others 
should know your fall and its 
circumstances, together with 
your repentence, that all may 
take warning and that, he that 
standeth may take heed lest he 
fall ; but you are by no means 
willing to be the subject of care- 
less conversation, still less of 
censorious and miailicious ani- 
madversions. How far also is 
evil speaking from “the wisdom 
that is from above, and is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
easy tobe entreated, full of mer- 
cy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy!” 
How little does it savor of that 
charity, which thinketh no evil, 
and which when faith shail be 
lost in vision, and hope in enjoy- 
ment, shall never fail! To 
speak evil is utterly inconsistent 
with the Christian character. 
Wherever it is found, it is to be 
considéred as the ebullition of 
an impure heart, and whatever 
plausible appearance of religion 
may be found with such, they 
are destitute of the love of Gf. 
—“ If any among you see1a to 
be religious,” saith the apostle 
James, “ and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceivetn his own 
heart, that man’s religion is 
vain.” 

This consideration, that evil 
speaking is an evidence that 
the love ef God is not within 
us, I am awere, has infiuence 
with them only who entertain a 
nope that the same mind is in 
them which was also in Christ 
Jesus. With others who have 
not the love of God within them 
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it has no weight ; a thousand de- 


lusions blind them against the. 


odiousness of a spirit unrecon- 
ciled to God—I would therefore 
observe further, 

That in the practice of evil 
speaking, there is something 
that discovers a spirit under the 
influence of the foulest passions. 

In its most favorable light, 
when nothing more than known 
truth is declared, to expose the 
faults of others unnecessarily, 
appears like taking a secret de- 
light in traduction. To say, no 
harm is meant, is only acting the 
part of the fool “ that casteth 
firebrands, arrows and death— 
and saith am not [in sport ?” 
Madness indeed, that mangles 
and deals in death blows with a 
smiling face ! 

If the defamation which is 
retailed by the evil speaker, is 
received without credible evi- 
dence of its truth, such evi- 
dence as is sufficient fully to 
satify an unprejudiced mind ; it 
discovers in a more striking 
light a strong desire to traduce. 
The heart must be bitter indeed 
which exposes the faults of 
others needlessly, but that ex- 
<eeds in bitterness, which rests 
the charges of detraction on evi- 
dence that is insufficient to sup- 
port them. 

But if the slanderous rumor 
comes, from the mouth of false- 
hood and infamy, from the 
mouth of a lying enemy, or is 
attended with evidences of its 
falsehood, how base must be the 
spirit that receives and circu- 
lates it ! Perhaps you believe the 
lie, although it come from a sus- 


picious and polluted source ; this 


enly proves the badness of your 
heart in receiving it. That it 
-hath delight in that which is 
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evil and is full of all malice and 
subtlety. And by receiving for 
truth that which is so obviously 
false, and giving currency to it 
in evil speaking, you become an 
accomplice with the first invent- 
or of it ; you make it your own, 
and cover yourself with all the 
blots that stain his character. 

In every view that can be 
taken of evil speaking, a secret 
pleasure in detraction, a malici- 
ous and envious spirit are dis- 
coverable. Andatemper more 
base than this, where can you 
find ? 

Should we consider the con- 
sequences of evil-speaking, as 
society and individuals are in- 
jured by it, the guilt of the crime 
is still enhanced. It wounds 
like the assassin, it stirs up en- 
mity and resentment, it exposes 
to temptation that spirit which 
instead of thinking no evil, is 
ready to suspect all evil, and 
which instead of rejoicing in 
the truth rejoiceth in iniquity ; 
and it breeds contentions and 
broils. Perhaps however enough 
hath been said to define the sin 
and expose its baseness. 

To guard us against this sin, 
we are furnished with many 
precepts and examples in the 
gospel. Be ye holy in all man- 
ner of conversation—Having 
your conversation honest among 
the Gentiles—Let your speech 
be always with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every 
man—T'o him that ordereth his 
conversation aright will I show 
the salvation of God—Out of 
the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh—Keep thy ton- 
gue from evil and thy lips from 
speaking guile—Every idle word 
that men shall -speak, they shall 
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give account thereof in the day 
of judgment—Speak evil of no 
man—** 1 am purposed,” saith 
David, “that my mouth shall not 
transgress—I will take heed to 
my ways, said he, thatI sin not 
with my tongue: I will kee 

my mouth with a bridle while 
the wicked is with me”—The 
apostle Paul, from being a per- 
secutor exceedingly mad, be- 
come mild, and could in the re- 
view of his life appeal to others 
and say, “ ye are witnesses how 
holily, and justly and unblame- 


ably we behaved ourselves a- |} 


mong you”—and in one greater 
than Davidand greater than Paul, 
in our blessed Lord, we have 
the brightest example of a con- 
versation always tending to some 
good—Go and do likewise. 

It is true, these precepts and 
examples are to many very 
unacceptable. The precepts 


are too rigid, and the examples 


unamiable. To maintain a 
constant guard over our very 
words, and have them always 
ordered aright: to be watchful 
that not even an idle word es- 
cape our lips: these are cords 
of restraints and bands of con- 
finement, that are intolerable 
to them, they say, “ our lips are 
our own, Who is Lord overus?” 
Butto the heart that is recon- 
ciled unto God, to them who 
have in them the same mind 
which was also in Christ, the 
commandments are not griev- 
ous, nor the examples despised. 
They desire to be conformed 
untothem. They pray for the 
enlargement of their hearts in 
the way of the divine command- 
ments, and that they may have 
the spirit of Christ within, to 
walk in his steps. They crucify 
the flesh with its affections and 
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lusts, and exult in every con- 
quest over sin in any form. 
They rejoice to walk according 
to the divine will in the gospel, 
and cheerfully exercise every 
kind of self-denial that is re- 
quired. Tothese, to as many 
as walk according to the divine 
rule, we say, peace be on them, 
even onall the Israel of God— 
“Who is a wise man and en- 
dued with knowledge ? Let him 
shew out of a good conversation 
his works with meekness of 
wisdom.” A. 3B. 


_——s +e 


Messrs. Epirors, 

It is the request of some of 
your readers, that the following 
letter from a gentleman to his 
brother, should obtain a place in 
your Magazine. If you think it 
| worthy, you may comply with 
their request. 

December 15th. 1806. 

VERY DEAR BROTHER, 

HIS day commences the 

fortieth year of my life ; 
and when I look back, how short 
it appears ! And probably the 
greatest part of my days are al- 
ready numbered and finished: 
Such a reflection should press 
upon me the great importance 
of filling up what remains with 
usefulness and duty. 

As you are my only brother, 
you must be sensible that my af- 
fections for you are peculiarly 
strong. You are every day the 
subject of my thoughts and 
prayers; and I hope you will 
not consider it unkind in me, if 
I address you in a serious and 
solemn manner. I have been 
wishing, for some time, to write 
to you; but a multiplicity of 





business has hitherto prevented. 
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Yet as delays are always danger- 
ous, I am determined to omit it 
no longer. 

We were early dedicated to 
God in baptism, and have had, 
in our youth, much religious in- 
struction. We have undoubt- 
édly, been the subjects of many 
parental supplications. How of- 
ten have we been carried to the 
throne of grace in the arms of 
prayer ! We have become men, 
and heads of families, and the 
duties devolving upon us are in- 
deed weighty. We have chil- 
dren to train up to be vessels of 
wrath, or vessels of mercy ; and 
their future happiness or misery, 
under God, greatly depends on 
us. Anditis certain, that we 
must meet our children in ano- 
ther world, where we must give 
an account how we have dis- 
charged our duty towards them 
—how we have fulfilled all the 
divine requirements, and how 
we have improved our mercies 
and afflictions. God has given 
us his revealed word, and told us 
that we must be holy here, or 
we can never be happy here- 
after. It will avail us nothing, 
could we possess the whole 
of this world, if we are not rich 
towards God. 

You, my dear brother, have 
shared largely in divine good- 
ness, and are, therefore, under 
correspondent obligations to your 
gracious benefactor. (God bles- 
sed you with a worthy compani- 
on, who was willing to encour- 
age you in the dutiesof religion, 
and who has left you two little 
pledges of conjugal love. But 
for wise reaséns, he who gave, 
saw fit to snatch her from you, | 
‘and clothe you with sackcloth. 
in that sore affliction your 
mind was impressed, and you 
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seemed to feel the importance 


of religion. Tam sensible that 
you treat it and its professors 
with becoming respect. And I 
approve of the sentiment con- 
tained in the following sentences 
in your letter to———* If relj- 
gion has a friend, who is nota 
professor of it, I really think 
myself to be one.”—*< [I had 
rather possess the good opinion 
ofthe beggar on the dunghill, if 
a real Christian, than the prince 
on the throne, if an _ infidel.” 
This certainly? shows a venera- 
tion for religion. But, Sir, the 
great question is, have you, real 
religion at heart? Has Christ 
been formed within you the 
hope of glory ? If so, it be- 
comes you to confess him be- 
fore men, and maintain a Chris- 
tian walk. But if not, how dan- 
gerous is your situation ! and 
every day renders it more so! 
As weare all dependent on 
God, it becomes us to acknow- 
ledge our dependence, and go 
to him for the blessings we 
need. Prayeris a duty, which 
you will permit me, once more, 
to urge upon you with all the 
earnestness of an affectionate 
brother, and I trust your new 
and worthy companion will be 
willing to exert herself to en- 
courage you in the same duty. 
How reasonable is it when we 
rise in the morning, that we 
should unitedly with our families 
acknowledge the providence of 
Godin our preservation, and 
implore his continued mercies, 
assistcnce and protection ? You 
plead your inability. But I can- 
not feel that there is much 
weight in the excuse. If you 
want any thing of a fellow crea- 
ture, you can find language to 
ask for it. Why thencan you 
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not express your wants both 
spiritual and temporal, to your 
heavenly Father, who only is 
able to supply them ? We 
have the greatest encourage- 
ment to this duty in the word 
of God: “ Seek the Lord and 
his strength, seek his face con- 
tinually.”— If thou seek him, 
he will be found of thee ; but 
if thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee off for ever.’ (1 Chron. xvi. 
il, and xxviii, 29.) * Tlove them 
that love me; and those that 
seek me early shall find “me.” 
(Prov. viii. 17.) “ And ye shall 
seek me, and shall find me, 
when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart..’ (Jer. xxix. 
13.) “ Watch ye, therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to 


pass, and to stand before the 


Son of man.” (Luke xxxi. 36.) 
The apostle exhorts to “ con- 
tinue in prayer, and watch in 
the same with thanksgiving.” 
(Col. iv. 2.) Yo the Thes. he 
says, “ Pray without ceasing.” 
i.e. Be always in a praying 
frame, and never forget, nor suf- 
fer your daily seasons for prayer 
to pass unimproved. The apos- 
tle Pet. exhorts thus: “ Be ye 
sober, and watch unto prayer.” 
The bible is full of exhortations 
to this duty, and I think we can- 
not omit it and be blameless. 
Do, my dear brother, think 
seriously of these things, and 
let not the fear of a scofling 
world, deter you from duty. 
Begin, ifyou have not already, 
and persevere, and you will 
never regret it. If you find 
yourself embarassed through 
diffidence, prepare a form, and 
commit it to memory, and be- 
ginin that way ; and you will 
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soon find yourself able to over- 
come all your difficulties arising 
from diffidence. 

For such dependent creatures, 
as we are, prayer is surely a 
most seasonable duty. How 
reasonable that we should go to 
God morning and evening with 
our families, and implore his 
blessing and protection, and the 
influences of his spirit, which 
we always need. 

But I will desist, with only 
intreating you not to be so 
much cumbered about much 
serving, as to neglect the onc 
thing needful; but, above all 
things, to make sure of that 
good part which shall never be 
taken from you. For the pre- 
sent, I will wish you good night, 
imploring for you, divine mercy, 
and everlasting blessings. 

From your sincerely 

affectionate brother, 
D. 


—— | 


Messrs. Epitors, 

I have ever read, with indes- 
cribable pleasure, the animating 
accounts of the special work of 
God, which has been wrought 
in various parts of this country, 
and in other parts of the Chris- 
tian world; and which have 
been published in your highly 
useful Magazine, and in other 
publications of a similar nature. 
And considering that every in- 
stance of the kind strikingly ex- 
hibits the sovereign grace and 
power of God, and warms the 
heart of every true believer, I 
have been strongly inclined, and 
often solicited to contribute my 
mite to this important stock of 
information. But, for certain 
reasons, I have hitherto deferred 
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it ; and perhaps, at this late pe- 
riod, you may suppose it had 
better be finally omitted. This, 
however, I submit to your bet- 
ter judgment ; and proceed to 
givé you a brief account of the 
late revival of religion in this 
town, which you will dispose of 
as you think proper. 
T thetimeof my settlement 
A here, in theministry, which 
wasin August1799,a general stu- 
pidity prevailed among the peo- 
ple with respect to religion. In 
autumn following, I proposed to 
the church to appoint a confer- 
ence, which should be attended 
once a fortnight, for the purpose 
of prayer, and religious im- 
provement. On these meetings, 
all were invited to attend, who 
felt a disposition. Curiosity, or 
some other motive, excited a 
more general attendance than 
was expected, and we soon ex- 
perienced some happy fruits. 
At the third meeting, if I right- 
ly remember, a woman in mid- 
dle life, was deeply impressed, 
and went home in great distress. 
Similar feelings were soon pro- 
duced in her husband, and both 
were extremely anxious for 
their spiritual welfare. They 
were both professors of religion, 
maintained a good moral charac- 
ter, and supported the form of 
religion in their family, but they 
now found that they were desti- 
tute of the one thing needful. 
Sleep departed from their eyes, 
and they were filled with hor- 
ror. Buta sovereign God soon 
released them from this bond- 
age, and spake peace to their 
souls. The genuineness of the 
work of grace on their hearts 
has been hitherto exemplified in 
their life and conversation. 
Several instances of a similar 
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kind occurred in the three suc- 
ceeding years ; and several ad- 
ditions were made to the church. 
But nothing very special appear- 
ed, except a strong opposition 
to the doctrines of the gospel, 
such as the total moral depravity 
of mankind, divine sovereignty, 
election, and regeneration, as a 
special work of the spirit of 
God, until some time in the lat- 
ter part of the winter, and in the 
spring 1803. Then our con- 
ferences, which had been at- 
tendeu once a week for more 
than two years, became more 
crowded, and it was thought 
proper to appoint an additional 
conference on every sabbath eve- 
ning, the other being attended 
on every Thursday evening — 
These also become very much 
crowded, and many became 
deeply sensible of their guilt 
anddanger Wesoon found oc- 
casion to appoint a third confer- 
ence on Tuesday evening, mak- 
ing three conferenceseach week. 
At these mectings, one great 
object was to illustrate and en- 
force the doctrines of grace, par- 
ticularly the holiness and sove- 
reignty of God—the sinner’s to- 
tal depravity, and entire depend- 
ence—-the necessity of the atone- 
ment and the electing grace of 
God.—In May, June, July, and 
August following our meetings 
were most crowded and solemn. 
God was now in very deed, 
among us manifesting his sove- 
reign power and grace in bring- 
ing down the lofty looks of man 
and subduing the pride of the 
human heart. Some who were 
strongly opposed to the work at 
its commencement, and employ- 
ed against it the shafts of ridi- 
cule, were brought to submit to 
the power of divine grace, and te 
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embrace those truths which 
they before opposed. Though 
many were deeply impressed, 
and extremely anxious for their 
immortal interest, yet no enthu- 
siasm or noise was observed, 
except what was made by the 
opposition to the work. Balls 
and carnal amusements, which 
had before been prevalent among 
the youth, were now laid aside, 
and the awful concerns of their 
souls engaged their attention. 
Evening lectures were occa- 
sionally preached by neighbor- 
ing ministers, which were atten- 
ded with much solemnity. 
Though this work was confi- 
ned to no particular age, yet the 
youth, and young married peo- 
ple were the largest sharers. 
Several, however far advanced in 
life were hopefully made the sub- 
jects of divine grace. 
From the time we began to at- 
end religious conferences, which 
was in Autumn 1799, till the 
awakening began in 1803, twelve 
were added tothe church. From 
the fifth of March 1803, to the 
close of that year, forty persons i 
came forward, and publicly pro- 
fessed the religion of Jesus. To 
this number twenty three have 
since been added, making in the 
whole sixty three, who may be 
considered as fruits of this re- 
vival. And, excepting in two 


or three instances, they have § 


manifested the sincerity of their 
profession by an orderly Chris- 
tian walk. This was truly a 
precious season, which many, 
I trust, will remember with joy 
in eternity. 

The character of the work 
was very similar to that of the 
several revivals, of which we 
have had accounts from various 
partsofourcountry. But it has 
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since declined, anda greater de- 
gree of coldness and stupidity 
has succeeded. We, however, 
still attend two conferences a 
week, one on Sabbath and the oth- 
er on Thursday evening, which 
are sometimes full and solemn. 
In addition to these, we have 
now a church conference on the 
last Tuesday night in every 
month, one principal object of 
which is to pray for divine influ- 
ences. May the friends of Zion 
unite with us at the throne of 
grace for this greatest of all bles- 
sings. 

The feelings and sentiments 
entertained by the subjects of 
this work, may be learned from 
a few instances which I have 
selected, and shall now state. 

One young lady, in giving an 
account of the exercises of her 
mind, after describing her dis- 
tress under a sense of sinful- 
ness and,opposition of heart to 
God, writes thus :—“ On the 
evening of the same day, I at- 
tended a conference meeting, 
which was solemn and edifying. 
Here new feelings occupied my 
breast. I thought I felt wholly 
resigned to the will of God, and 
that I could praise him, even 
were he to send me to hell. 
Since that evening, my feelings. 
have been very different from. 
what they ever were before. 
Every thing appears new. My 
bible is quite a new book, and 


the doctrines of crace I cordial-- 


ly approve. Ithink I have rea- 
son to believe, that it was on the 


evening above mentioned, if: 


ever, that God made me willing 


to accept of salvation, and em-: 


brace the Saviour on the terms 
of the gospel. It is not in con- 
sequence of any thing that I 


have done, but from the bound- ° 
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Jess mercy and free grace of 
God, that he bas been pleased 
to bring my soul out of the hor- 
rible pit and miry clay, and 
cause it to rest, as IF humbly 
hope, on the rock Christ Jesus.” 

Another, in discribing her 
distress of mind and opposition 
of heart to God, writes thus: 
“—WhattedoI knew not. Ii 
I went to my bible for relief 1 
found none. If, I attempted to 
pray, I found no satisfaction. 
All that I did or ever had done 
was sin. I found that I was en- 
&tircly opposed to God and his 
Wise decrees, and sometimes 
felt disposed to accuse him of 
partiality—that he was not so 
kind to me asto some others. 
At other times fF felt myself to 
be the chief of sinners, and that 
it required a longer time for 
me torepent. Ithought that if 
I could see my heart as it really 
was, I should be some better, and 
consequently that Christ would 
receive me. But alas! I was 
attempting to be my own Savi- 
our. Atlength I was brought 
to feel that I was utterly unable 
to save myself; that, during my 
whole life, I had never done 
one act from aright motive ; 
but that I had been constantly 
adding sin to sin. But in those 
distressing hours, God, I trust, 
compelled, or secretly constrain- 
ed me to throw down the weap- 
ons of my rebellion, and to cast 
myself at Immanuel’s feet, and 
to feel reconciled to the dispen- 
sations of grace. This recon- 
ciliation I think I realized, at a 
conference meeting on the even- 
ing of the 23d of June, 1803. 
That was the time,as I humbly 
hope, when God was pleased, of 
his infinite mercy, to beam the 
rays of divine glory into my 
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broken heart. I saw such beau. 
ty and holiness in God as no 
tongue can describe. I won- 
dered that I had never seen 
such a glorious God, and preci- 
ous Saviour before ; and I was 
filled with astonis!mment that | 
was then out of hell.” 

Auiother mstance, which I 
would meniion fs a woman about 
40 years ofage. She gave this 
account of herself: “ I was,” 
said she, ‘ one of that unhap- 
py number, who depend on 
morality for salvation. I thought 
thatif Tlived a moral life, God 
would not be so unjust as to 
make me for ever miserable. 
Thus I continued until I re- 
peatedly heard the doctrine of 
election and divine decrees. I 
found that my heart was dread- 
fully opposed to such doctrines. 
I could not bear to think that I 
was in the hands of a sovereign 
God. It was too mortifying to 
my proud heart to grant that 
he is the potter, and I the 
clay.” Such were her feelings 
for some time. On returning 
from meeting one sabbath, being 
greatly irritated at the doctrines 
which she had heard, she rashly 
formed this resolution, that she 
would quit the public worship 
of God and attend to her bible 
only. Soon after she got home, 
she took her bible and sat down. 
On opening the sacred volume. 
the first passage which engaged 
her attention was the following : 
Moreover, whom he did predes- 
tinate, them he also called ; and 
whom he called, them he also jus- 
tified ; and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified. Several 
other passages of a similar im- 
port occurred to her mind, and 
she immediately saw that the 
doctrines, with which she had 
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been quarrelling, were clearly 
contained in the holy scriptures, 
and that in opposing them she 
had opposed God. This filled 
her with extreme distress, and 
sie wes impressed with the 
idea, that she was one of the 
non-elect, and consequently that 
she must be miserable for ever. 
She saw that she was dead in 
trespasses and sins—that all her 
moraiity was ofa selfish kind— 
and that she had never perform- 
ed one act of duty acceptable 
to God. She remained in this 
situation, not a long time before 
she received comfort, and was 
made to rejoice in the charac- 
ter and government of God. 
She has ever since been pecu- 
arly attached to those doctrines, 
to which she had been miost 
violently opposed. 

A young man, now a mem- 
ber of Yale College, in stating 
his views and {cclings, expressed 
himself thus :-—* I began, as I 
supposed, to reform my _ con- 
duct, and live a better life. I at- 
tended the outward means of 
rclizion, and was more strict on 
the Sabbath. But still 1 did not 
find that comfort in religion 
which I sought; for I found 
that I had no delight in holiness, 
to which my heart was opposed. 
If i asked advice of religious 
people, the answer would be, 
repent and believe, and give uf 
yourselfio Christ. But how to 
do this I knew not. In this 
situation I knew not what to do. 
My own works did me no good, 
but rather seemed to make me 
worse. I determined to aban- 
don my self-dependence, and re- 
ly only on Christ for salvation. I 
remained not long in this situa- 
tion. One evening, as I was 
returning from meeting, if I 
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am not deceived, I felt the love 
of the Saviour in my heart. I 
thought he was truly the one 
altogether lovely. I thought I 
was willing to own him for my 
prophet, priest and king.. I now 
saw that if I was born into the 
kingdom of Christ, it was 
through the sovereign grace of 
God, and not for any thing that 
I had done.” 

I might mention anumber of 
other instances very similar to 
those already described, but I 
forbear, and confine myself to 
one other, which is the most 
striking. 

A man between 40 and 50 
years of age, his wife having, a 
few weeks before, been hopeful- 
ly made a subject of divine 
grace, had his attention called 
up by an extraordinary dream. 
The strongest convictions im- 
mediately ensued. His distress 
was so great, that he observed 
to a person present, that should 
he hold his finger in the candle, 
and let it burn off, it would be 
less than what he then endured. 
He felt his heart strongly op- 
posed to God, and to the me- 
thods of his grace. In this 
situation he remained several 
days, being almost, or quite in 
despair. He one day retired 
into the field, with little expecta- 
tion of everreturning. He felt 
himself to be one of the great- 
est of sinners, and expected soon 
to plunge into eternal _ woe. 
While sitting in this situation, 
he seemed to feel a stroke on 
his back, at which he immedi- 
ately startedup, but did not dis- 
cover from whence it come. 
This distress immediately Icit 
him,and the first object which 
attracted his attention, was .a 
bunch of flowers, which to hum, 

































































































appeared the most beautiful he 
ever saw. He took them into 
his hand with a view to carry 
them to his wife ; and when he 
cast his eyes abroad upon the 
fields, to him the face of nature 
assumed a new appearance, and 
allthe works of God were full 
of beauty beyond what he could 
describe. On his returning 
home, those who saw him im- 
mediately perceived in him a 
great alteration. He went out 
borne down with distress and 
sorrow, and returned full of joy. 
He now thinks that if he ever 
experienced a change of heart, 
it was at that time, though he 
then had not the most distant 
idea of any such thing. Such 
have been the wonderful effects 
of divine grace on the hearts of 
sinners. From the most obdu- 
rate enemies God is able to form 
the most cordial friends. 

In the extracts contained in 
the preceding narration, the 
phraseology has, in some instan- 
ces, been a little altered, but not 
80 as, in any instance, to alter 
the sense. 

May the Lord continue to re- 
vive his work, to build up Zion, 
and to display the banners of the 
cross throughout this land and 
world. 

Iam, &c. 
Davip SMITH. 

Durham, Jan. 1807. 











Krom the Christian Observer. 


On the Temporal Advantages 
flowing from ‘True Religion. 


T is a frequent mistake to 
suppose that the advantages 
of religion are confined to ano- 
ther world, and the preparation 
for it. Religion, however, has 
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a no less intimate relation to the 
present life, its beneficial influ- 
ence affecting the happiness not 
only of individuals of every tem- 
per and disposition, in all cir- 
cumstances and situations, but 
of societies and nations. Reli- 
gion instructs and assists, en- 
courages and animates, in the 
great work of reforming what- 
ever is amiss, and of altering 
whatever conduces tothe general 
unhappiness of mankind. The 
tendency of it is to make this 
life not merely a preparation for 
the kingdom of heaven, but a 
resemblance and fore-taste of 
it, 

I need hardly observe, for ex- 
ample, that itis the tendency of 
the passions, by which men are 
generally actuated, to deceive, 
enslave, and hurry on to misery 
and ruin, those who neglect the 
remedy which God has given 
us in the gospel against their 
too powerful influence. Lust, 
vanity, envy, anger, impatience, 
pride, and avarice, like wayward 
children, torment the breast 
which nourishes them, and 
even fill the world with misery. 
How vast a multitude have been 
sacrificed, ere they have lived 
out half their days, to excessive 
drinking ! How many, from the 
love of luxury and dissipation 
plunge themselves into poverty, 
debt, and a prison ! Not a few, 
urged by avarice, and lured with 
the bait of a large gain in pros- 
pect, ruin themselves, their fam- 
ilies, and perhaps, many inno- 
cent and worthy persons ! How 
many from peevishness, impa- 
tience, or impetuosity of their 
tempers, are perpetually disqui- 
eted themselves, and disquiet- 
ing all around them! Such are 
a few of the effects of the ty- 
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ranny of the passions. Now it 
is the end of religion to pre- 
scribe bounds to these, to correct 
their evil tendency, and to arm 
us with power against them. It 
instructs us to watch against 
their first emotions, to dread 
those pursuits and enjoyments 
which minister fuel to them, 
and to be perpetually engaged 
in mortifying our corrupt affec- 
tions. And thus while in others 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of 
life are gratified, and by grati- 
fication encouraged and cherish- 
ed, the truly religious man is 
anxiously withdrawing his “ af- 
fections from the things of the 
earth, and setting them on the 
things that are above.” “ He is 
dead to the world,” and his * life 
is hid with Christ in God.” Re- 
ligion, by thus bridling the im- 
petuosity of the passions, as 
well as by imparting elevated 
views and hopes, is directly cal- 
culated to tranquillize the mind 
in all the varying circumstances 
of life, even in those which are 
the most adverse and afflicting. 

But here it must be noted that 
the advantages which have been 
stated to result from religion, 
are confined to those who are 
truly and earnestly religious. 
Let not those who are contented 
with a superficial knowledge of 
the truths of the Gospel, and a 
still more superficial practice of 
its sacred duties, vainly imagine 
they shall obtain peace of mind, 
or exemption from the dominion 
of tormenting passions. The 
degree of religion which such 
possess, often serves only to ex- 
cite their fears, to produce anx- 
iety and irritation, and to fill 
their minds with a fretfulness 
and gloom, which extend their 





influence toall the circumstances 
of their temporal situation. The 
principles of the Gospel must 
be digested in the soul by much 
reflection, and constant prayer ; 
the hope of future glory must 
be realized to the mind by fre- 
quent meditation ; and the pow- 
er of the Redeemer in his va- 
rious offices be habitually felt ; 
before the peace of God is shed 
abroad in the heart. 

It may be proper, however, 
to shew by some examples, how 
it is that religion is fitted to pro- 
duce those effects on human 
happiness which have been as- 
cribedtoit. Is any one hurried 
away with a Jevity and fickleness 
of temper, which prevent appli- 
cation to business, and encour- 
age habits of dissipation? Let 
him embrace hy faith the truths 
of the Gospel, those truths 
which present to his view the 
awful realities of the invisible 
world, the shortness of time, the 
nearness ofeternity, the strictness 
of the day of judgment, and the 
worth of the soul. A -belief of 
these truths is surely calculated 
tomakethe most giddy sober, 
and the most dissipated serious. 
—lIs any one, on the contrary, a 
prey to melancholy ideas which 
throw a gloom over every 
earthly prospect of felicity ? 
Would to God that he knew 
those glad tidings of great joy 
which are able, in the figurative 
language of prophecy, to make 
the dumb to sing, and the lame 
man to leap as an hart ;— 
that he understood what trea- 
sures of mercy are laid up by 
God for the righteous ; what in- 
estimable blessings are commu- 
nicated to those who put their 
trust in God !—-Is there a per- 
son laboring under a covetous 
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temper, his heart hardened 
against the necessities and wants 
of his fellow creatures ? What 
will soften his heart, and pro- 
duce liberality of mind, if the 
free forgiveness, the grace and 
mercy of Christ Jesus do not 
move him? In the case of the 
prodigal also, whom the im- 
pending ruin of his family is 
unable to affect, we may per- 
ceive the benefit of religion : 
for religion brings him back 
crying, “ Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee.” 
Mark likewise the benefits of 
religion in times of public calam- 
ity, and in scenes of private suf- 
fering. Changes and afflictions 
are incident to all ; and how bit- 
terly willthey be felt by those 
who are destitute of the con- 
solations which religion affords. 
How hardisit,for instance, to bear 
the loss of property; to have our 
hopes of a comfortable subsis- 
tence for ourselves and our fami- 
lies at once cut off, perhaps thro’ 
no fault or defect of prudence 
onour part ; and to be left a 
prey to want after the labor of a 
whole life has been employed, 
and supposed to be successful- 
ly employed, in acquiring a 
decent provision ! How painful 
to be bereaved of those in whom 
our life was bound up, a dear 
wife, an affectionate husband, or 
a dutiful child, the stay and 
support ef our declining age ;— 
to meet with unkindness, per- 
haps, in those on whom we had 
conferred many benefits ;—to 
see ourselves, as we grow older, 
less and less valued, and losing 
one after another the comforts 
of life ;—to feel ourselves sub- 
ject to some fatal distemper, 
which medicine cannot relieve, 


and which holds us as prisoners 





in our houses, destroys our ac- 
tivity, consumes our vigor, 
dtinks up our spirits, and leaves 
us melancholy and dejected ;— 
toknow that we are likely soon 
to be called away from a family 
wholly depending on us for sup- 
port, and consequently left i 
pendent on the precarious boun- 
ty of strangers, or exposed to 
all the miseries of poverty ! Now 
is not religion beneficial, if it 
will alleviate these calamities ? 
Can its value be described, if it 
will enable men to bear such 
evils as these with patience ? In 
such cases religion alone prom- 
isesa resource to the sufferer. 
Wealth itself becomes disgust- 
ful under many of these circum- 
stances, and the heart turns with 
aversion even from the most fav- 
orable pursuits. But let religion 
in all its sovereign power be 
felt, and mark the effect which 
it will produce. It will instil 
patience, teach submission, licht- 
ten the burden, comiunicate 
support, and endue with strength. 
It will teach the sufferer to look 
at joyswhich never fade, at a 
portion which is never to be 
taken away, to an Almighty 
God, and toa wise and benefi- 
cent Father. Faith and hope 
will concur to support him, 
while they shew him a_ better 
world to come, where all tears 
shall be wiped away from the 
eyes, andall things shall be 
made new. 

How different are the pros- 
pects of that man, who having 
passed his life without religion, 
comes at length for the first 
time, when on his dying bed, 
seriously to consider, that all he 
has heard of the righteous judg- 
ment of God against sin may 
possibly beftrue 3 nay that it 
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probably is true. How melan- 
choly and distressing must his 
reflections be, when in such a 
state as this he looks into the in- 
visible world ; considers what 
might have been gained in it, 
and what may now be dreaded ; 
how dreadfulthe loss of the soul ; 
how intolerable a ruin that is 
forever andever! Keenly will 
he then feel that religion might 
have been not only the repose 
of a dying bed, but its consola- 
tion and joy. 

But religion is attended with 
beneficial effects not only to the 
individual who practises it, but 
to all who are placed within the 
influence of truly religious per- 
sons. Children of a pious pa- 
rent will have their minds stor- 
ed with useful instructions, will 
be guarded from the influence 
of evil passions, will be saved 
from many a hurtful lust, and 
many a pang of remorse, and 
will reap an abundant harvest of 
prayer ; if pious, they will be 
dutiful and affectionate, for pie- 
ty will make them mindful of 
their obligations, and will 
strengthen by the tie of duty the 
bond of natural attachment. 
Servants and masters who truly 
fear God, will live in mutual 
confidence and peace. Angry 
passions will not disturb the 
peace of the house, nor discon- 
tent poison the pleasure of do- 
mestic intercourse. How hap- 
py must that family be where 
every member of it, enjoying 
peace in his own soul, through 
the knowledge of God and of 
Christ, mects the rest to minis- 
ter to their comfort, and to ex- 
ercise towards them acts of 
cheerful attention, kindness, and 
love ;—where the indulgence 
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the general harmony. Let us 
suppose but one family, in which 
the precepts of the Gospel have 
their full influence ; a family 
loving without dissimulation, 
kindly affectioned one to anoth- 
er with brotherly love, in honor 
preferring one another, not 
slothful in business, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord, re- 
joicing with them that rejoice, 
and weeping with them that 
weep, minding not high things, 
but condescending to men of 
low estate, recompensing to no 
man evil for evil, but as far as 
inthem lies doing good to all 
men : surely such a family 
would not only be happy in it- 
self, but a blessing to a whole 
neighbourhood. Let the view 
be enlarged : let the whole 
world be supposed to partake 
of the same spirit, and then how 
benefictal would religion appear 
to be even in the present life ! 
There would be no restless 
jealousies between subjects and 
their governors, no violent ani- 
mosities between contending 
narties in the state, no war and 
bloodshed between nations. All 
men would be brethren. No 
scenes of cruelty would shock 
the eye, no cry of oppression 
wound the ear. Tyranny and 
slavery would be only remem- 
bered with a sigh, that human 
nature shouldonce have suffered 
} them. The voice of joy and 
praise would be heard in every 
| cottage, andthe sufferings, which 
still remained inthe earth, would 
tbe alleviated by the affectionate 
tenderness of every neighbor 
and every stranger, for every 
stranger would be a friend. 

But, alas! where are such 
scenes to be found ? Goodness 
flourishes not on this carth : it 
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is‘here like a plant in a soil un- 
favorable to it, where its growth 
is stunted, and its beauty injured. 
Families must yet be scenes of 
jealousy, distrust, and unkind- 
ness : the eye must yct be 
pained to behold the tumults 
and distractions of nations ; 
and the ear to hear the lamenta- 
tions of misery, and the grouns 
of despair. What do all these 
things teach us but the misery 
of sin, and the blessedness of 
religion ? Let us readin them 
the inscription of heaven drawn 
in characters too legible to be 
mistaken : “ Godliness is profit- 
able for all things, having the 
promise of the life that now is, as 
well as of that which is to come.” 
Sin, indeed, is the cause of 
misery, and in proportion to the 
increase of the former is the lat- 
ter also increased. ‘The evils 
which God inflicts on man are 
comparatively few in number, 
and he mingles with them all 
something which may alleviate 
or compensate them. But the 
evils which we bring upon our- 
selves, or which others bring 
upon us, through the influence 
of vicious passions, are far more 
numerous, and also far more 
ruinous in their effects. 

But whether the evils we endure 
be of the former or of the latter des- 
cription, religion is their proper, 
their only remedy, and in proporiion 
as it is sought with eurnestness, 
and practised with sincerity, evil 
will be less abundant, and that 
which remains will be less keenly 
felt, and blessings will spring up and 
niultiply on every side, 
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But ictit never be forgotten that 
true religion is not a cold assent to 
certain dogmas: it isnot a natural 
softness and benevolence of temper : 
it is not abstinence merely from 
gross sins, or the giving to God a 
part of our hearts, and some vacart 
periens of our time. No! The re- 
igion of Chirist is the entire subjec- 
tion and devotedness of the soul to 
God himself. It is the practical ac- 
knowledgment of his unlimited sove- 
reignty, andthe unreserved dedica- 
tion of every faculty tohis service. 
It is,in the emphatic language of 
the Apostle, “ Christ formed in the 
heart,” by the powerful energy of 
the holy Spirit, in consequence of 
which the Christian becomes “ a 
new creature” with regard both to 
his temper and practice ; “ par- 
takes of a divine nature ;” and his 
members, formerly “ servants of 
sin,” are employed “as instruments 
of righteousness unto God.” This is 
real godliness. The mere form of 
godliness, too often mistaken for the 
reality, brings no just or lasting 
peace to the mind, implants not the 
love of God, corrects not the sinful 
dispositions of the heart, is of no 
service in the distressing scenes of 
life, and produces little or no benefit 
to society at large. From this shadow 
of religion the opinion of the world 
respecting the substance has been 
too generally taken, and its effects 
estimated : it is no wonder, there- 
fore, that it should have been 
judged by many to be of no use in 
promoting the virtue or happiness 
of the world. ‘** The kingdom ot 
God,” however will still be found, 
notwithstanding the scoff of the in- 
fidel and the ntistakes of the undis- 
cerning, tobe ** righteousness, peace, 
and joy, in the Holy Ghost ; ” and to 
atta to this kingdom will appear at 
the last to have been the only object 
worthy of our pursuit. D. V. 
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